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Introduction

Statement of Purpose of Guide

The purpose of this Grading, Reporting, and Graduation Guide is to clarify and communicate 
policies and procedures at all high schools, including the Aspire Deer Valley Online Academy 
and Deer Valley Pathways, in order to ensure transparency, consistency, and accountability to 
reach the following goals.

● Ensure grades are based on student achievement, knowledge, and skill proficiency
demonstrated in the classroom and are separated from work habits

● Promote consistency in grading across teams, departments, and schools
● Promote practices that encourage continuous engagement in learning
● Provide parents and students ongoing, credible, and useful feedback that conveys the

expectations and achievement of identified standards of knowledge included in the
curriculum

● Ensure alignment of curriculum, instruction, and assessment
● Provide relevant data necessary for awarding credit, recognitions, and graduation

DVUSD Beliefs about Grading, Reporting, and Graduation
The purpose of grading and reporting is to communicate students’ academic progress towards 
meeting learning standards. Ensuring fair and credible evaluation of student learning from 
classroom to classroom and school to school will directly impact and improve student learning. 
Students should be held accountable for their learning. We also recognize that grading 
practices can contribute to long-term student success.  An emphasis on the evaluation of 
content standards and timely, constructive feedback are cornerstones to grading that reflect 
student growth and development. All students will graduate from high school prepared for 
postsecondary success in college, careers, and citizenship.
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General Policies and Procedures

Registration Requirements
To register at a Deer Valley USD high school, there are several requirements that must be 
met.  Parents/guardians will need to present the following items at registration:

● Transcript or report card, current grades (if in progress), and withdrawal from previous
school

● Birth certificate or certified copy
● Proof of guardianship (legal guardians are required to provide the school with proof of

guardianship or have filed a petition for appointment of temporary or permanent
guardianship)

● For students less than 16 years old that are new to DVUSD or reassigned students,
proof of promotion (a promotion certificate, evidence of competency in 8th grade
standards, or Test-Out in 8th grade subjects)

● Attendance area verification - proof of current residency required (e.g. utility bill, rent
receipt, lease agreement, escrow document, etc.)

● Per ARS 15-872, immunization records must be provided in order for the student to
attend school unless the student has provided full disclosure of the requirements for
exemption

7

Student Visas

F-1 Student Visa is issued to international students wishing to pursue academic studies in the
United States. A student on an F-1 Visa is required to have a TOEFL paper score of at least 450
or a TOEFL iBT score of at least 60, showing proficiency in reading and speaking English, or an
ELTiS score of at least 200. A student on an F-1 Visa is limited to 12 months of public education
and must pay tuition (the full,unsubsidized, per capita cost of providing the education).

J-1 Exchange Student Visa is issued to international students to participate in a program of study
specifically designed through the United States Department of State. J-1 exchange students are
not required to participate in the state EL exam. J-1 exchange students are considered foreign
exchange students and do not pay district tuition. Participating high schools are limited to
accepting two tuition-free J-1 Exchange Students per participating campus.   I-94 (Arrival-
Departure Record) are official travel documents that foreign citizens coming to the United States
must have in their possession to show their country of citizenship and legal status in the U.S.

Both F-1 and J-1 international students will be enrolled as a junior and placed into junior level 
courses. International students must be enrolled for a full year, not a partial year or semester, and 
must begin attendance at the school by the 20th day of the school year. International students will 
not be eligible to earn a DVUSD diploma nor participate in the graduation ceremonies.   F-1 and 
J-1 international students  are not required to participate in the state EL exam.



GED Recipients
Students who have received a GED are considered to have completed high school requirements 
and are not permitted to enroll.

Homeschooled Students
Parents of homeschooled students ages 6-16 are required to file a notarized Affidavit of Intent to 
Homeschool with the County School Superintendent within 30 days of starting to homeschool  
(A.R.S. 15-802).  To be granted approval to homeschool, the student may not be enrolled in a  
virtual charter school/public school online or participate in the Empowerment Scholarship  
Account Program (ESA).  Students taking courses with an online educational institution are not  
deemed home schooled.

Enrollment in a DVUSD School - Termination of HomeSchooled Status
● To end homeschool instruction and enroll in a public school, the parent will need to notify

the County School Superintendent within 30 days of termination of homeschool. It is
recommended to do this step in writing.

● Homeschooled students who are terminating homeschool status and requesting to enroll
in 9th grade who are less than 16 years of age will be tested to determine educational
placement in high school (A.R.S. 15-745).

● High School credits earned through homeschooling will not be accepted as transfer
credits.  Transferring credits must be earned through an accredited school (see Transfer
of Credits). Students may request a Test-Out exam of 9th and 10th grade level core
courses.

Enrollment in a DVUSD School or Program - Continuation of Homeschooled Status
● Homeschooled students may take elective courses with a DVUSD high school or Aspire

Deer Valley's Online Academy providing space is available and prerequisites have been
met. All registration paperwork is required, including immunization records, proof of
residence, etc., and a copy of the notarized Affidavit of Intent to Homeschool must be
submitted.

● Homeschooled students may enroll in a West-MEC program without enrolling in a public
school.

● Homeschooled students may not earn a diploma from a DVUSD school.
● Only students enrolled at a DVUSD school in grades 9 through 12, inclusive, are eligible

for interscholastic competition, team practices and tryouts. However, homeschooled
students may be eligible to participate in DVUSD athletics and extracurricular activities
without enrolling in a DVUSD school if said student is in compliance with A.R.S.
15-802.01(A). The parent must present a notarized copy of the Affidavit for Intent to
Homeschool and submit required athletic participation paperwork and fees.

8



6WDWH�$FKLHYHPHQW�7HVWLQJ�,QIRUPDWLRQ
7KH�$PHULFDQ�&LYLFV�$FW��+%�������UHTXLUHV�HDFK�VWXGHQW WR�SDVV�D�FLYLFV�WHVW�LQ�RUGHU�WR  
JUDGXDWH�IURP�KLJK�VFKRRO��7KH�WHVW�ZLOO�EH�DYDLODEOH�WR VWXGHQWV�DW�'986'�VFKRROV�EHJLQQLQJ�LQ� 
WKH��WK�JUDGH WKURXJK���WK�JUDGH��2QFH�D�VWXGHQW DFKLHYHV�D�SDVVLQJ�VFRUH��WKH�VWXGHQW�ZLOO�QRW� 
EH UHTXLUHG�WR�WDNH�WKH�WHVW�DJDLQ��$OO�VWXGHQWV�LQ �WK�JUDGH�PXVW�WDNH�WKH�$&7�$VSLUH�7HVW�DQG�DOO� 
VWXGHQWV HQUROOHG�LQ���WK�JUDGH�PXVW�WDNH�WKH $&7�DQG�WKH�$]6&,�DVVHVVPHQWV���$OWKRXJK� 
SDVVLQJ�WKH $&7�$VSLUH��$&7��RU�$]6&,�WHVW�LV�QRW D�UHTXLUHPHQW�IRU�JUDGXDWLRQ��WHVW�UHVXOWV�PD\�
EH XVHG�IRU�SODFHPHQW�DQG�RU�LQFRUSRUDWHG�LQWR FRXUVH�JUDGHV��7KH�DVVHVVPHQW�UHVXOWV�DOVR�DOORZ�
SDUHQWV DQG�HGXFDWRUV�WR�VHH�KRZ�WKH VWXGHQWV�DUH�SURJUHVVLQJ�LQ�VFKRRO�DQG�ZKHWKHU�RU QRW�WKH\�
DUH�RQ�WUDFN�IRU�SRVWVHFRQGDU\  VXFFHVV�

7UDQVIHU�RI�&UHGLWV
7KH�IROORZLQJ�DUH�WKH�JXLGHOLQHV�IRU�WUDQVIHU�RI�KLJK VFKRRO�FUHGLW��+LJK�VFKRRO�FUHGLW�LV�XVXDOO\ 
HDUQHG�ZKHQ�D�VWXGHQW�UHJXODUO\�DWWHQGV�DQG�VDWLVIDFWRULO\ FRPSOHWHV�WKH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�RI�D 
'986'�FRXUVH��&RXUVHV�WKDW�PHHW�GDLO\�IRU�D�VHPHVWHU UHSUHVHQW�����FUHGLWV��D�PLQLPXP�RI��� 
KRXUV���7KRVH�WKDW�PHHW�GDLO\�IRU�DQ�HQWLUH�VFKRRO \HDU�UHSUHVHQW�����FUHGLW������KRXUV���,W�LV 
QHFHVVDU\�WR�VWDQGDUGL]H�RWKHU�ZD\V�E\�ZKLFK�D�VWXGHQW PD\�HDUQ�KLJK�VFKRRO�FUHGLW�DQG�VDWLVI\ 
JUDGXDWLRQ�UHTXLUHPHQWV� Honors courses completed in another district must correlate with 
DVUSD honors courses in order for weighted credit to be awarded�

$�WUDQVIHU�FUHGLW�PD\�RU�PD\�QRW�

Ɣ &RXQW�WRZDUGV�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�FUHGLWV�UHTXLUHG�IRU�JUDGXDWLRQ
Ɣ )XOILOO�D�VXEMHFW�DUHD�JUDGXDWLRQ�UHTXLUHPHQW

Ɣ %H�XVHG�WR�FDOFXODWH�JUDGH�SRLQW�DYHUDJH

Ɣ %H�ZHLJKWHG�RU�QRW�EH�ZHLJKWHG�IRU�KLJK�VFKRRO�SXUSRVHV� EXW�QRW�EH�ZHLJKWHG�IRU

FROOHJH�DGPLVVLRQ
Ɣ 0HHW�WKH�HQWUDQFH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�IRU�$UL]RQD�XQLYHUVLWLHV�

No core credit transfers automatically. All transfer credits are subject to review by site and
district staff, regardless of issuing institution. Transferring core courses must be provided by an
accredited school. DVUSD does not accept religious-based courses for transfer.
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7UDQVIHU�&UHGLWV�IURP�$FFUHGLWHG�,QVWLWXWLRQV
7UDQVIHU�FUHGLWV�IURP�DFFUHGLWHG�LQVWLWXWLRQV�ZLOO EH�JUDQWHG�ZKHQ�D�WUDQVFULSW�HYDOXDWLRQ�KDV  
EHHQ�FRPSOHWHG�DQG�FRXUVHV�DUH�HTXLYDOHQW�WR�WKH�FRXUVHV�OLVWHG�LQ�WKH�$FDGHPLF�3ODQQLQJ  
*XLGH��,I�WKH�VFKRRO�VLWH�GLVSXWHV�D�WUDQVIHUUHG�FUHGLW��WKH�VWXGHQW�PXVW�SURYLGH�WKH�FRXUVH  
GHVFULSWLRQ�IURP�WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQ�DQG�D�FRS\�RI�WKH ILQDO�FRXUVH�DVVHVVPHQW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�HYDOXDWH 
HTXLYDOHQF\��)LQDO�DSSHDOV�PD\�EH�EURXJKW�WR�WKH�'LVWULFW�

$UL]RQD�2QOLQH�,QVWUXFWLRQ��$2,��+LJK�6FKRRO�&RXUVH &UHGLW�7UDQVIHU
6WXGHQWV�ZKR�WDNH�DQ�$2,�FRXUVH�QRW�SUH�DSSURYHG�E\ D�'986'�VFKRRO�FRXQVHORU�DQG�UHFHLYH 
FUHGLW�IRU�FRXUVHV�WKURXJK�WKH�$2,�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�ZLOO KDYH�WKRVH�FUHGLWV�DFFHSWHG�DV�HOHFWLYH  
FUHGLW�RQO\�XQOHVV�D�7HVW�2XW�LV�WDNHQ�DQG�SDVVHG VXFFHVVIXOO\�IRU�FRUH�FUHGLW��7KH�7HVW�2XW  
VFRUH�ZLOO�EH�WKH�JUDGH�UHFRUGHG�IRU�WKH�FRUH�FODVV RQ�WKH�'986'�WUDQVFULSW�

$ll RXW�RI�GLVWULFW�FRXUVH�FUHGLW�PXVW�EH�DSSURYHG E\�D�FRXQVHORU�SULRU�WR�HQUROOLQJ�LQ�WKH 
FRXUVH��$�PD[LPXP�RI�WKUHH (3) FRQFXUUHQWO\�HDUQHG FUHGLWV��RYHU�D�VWXGHQW¶V�IRXU�\HDUV��PD\�EH 
DFFHSWHG�IURP�D�QRQ�'986'�KLJK�VFKRRO RU�H[WHUQDO $2,�LQVWLWXWLRQ�

6WXGHQWV�ZKR�WUDQVIHU�LQ�IURP�DQ�$2,�after the 20th day of the semester may be enrolled in 
'986'�FRXUVHV�  KRZHYHU��DQ\�FRXUVHV�WDNHQ�may EH�RQ�DQ�DXGLW�EDVLV IRU�WKDW�VHPHVWHU�

PleaVe nRWe: SWXdenWV UeceiYing Rnline inVWUXcWiRn�aUe nRW deemed hRme VchRRled. 

&ROOHJH�&RQFXUUHQW�(QUROOPHQW�&UHGLWV�

2QO\�SUH�DSSURYHG�FRXUVHV�PD\�EH�DFFHSWHG�IURP�a FROOHJH IRU�KLJK�VFKRRO�FUHGLW��7KLV�DSSURYDO  
PXVW�EH�GRQH�WKURXJK�KLJK�VFKRRO�FRXQVHORUV��2QO\ FRXUVHV�OHYHO�����DQG�DERYH�PD\�EH  
WUDQVIHUUHG��6WXGHQWV�PXVW�SURYLGH�RIILFLDO�WUDQVFULSWV IURP�WKH�FROOHJH�WR�EH�JUDQWHG�FUHGLW�  
3OHDVH�QRWH�WKH�FROOHJH�ZLOO�QRW�VHQG�WUDQVFULSWV WR�WKH�KLJK�VFKRRO�ZLWKRXW�SD\PHQW�DQG�ZULWWHQ 
DSSURYDO�IURP�WKH�VWXGHQW�

+LJK�6FKRRO�&UHGLWV�(DUQHG�LQ�0LGGOH�6FKRRO
&UHGLWV�HDUQHG�LQ�PLGGOH�VFKRRO�PD\�EH�VXEPLWWHG�IRU KLJK�VFKRRO�FUHGLW�RQO\�ZKHQ�the 
credits�DSSHDU�RQ DQ�RIILFLDO�KLJK�VFKRRO�WUDQVFULSW��7KH�FRXUVH�LPSOHPHQWHG must utilize 
tKH�FXUULFXOXP� assessments and grading criteria of the high school course.  All high school 
courses must be given a grade which is posted on a high school transcript. A student may take a 
Test Out exam for a high school course taken in middle school that does not appear on an 
official high school transcript. Advanced Placement (AP) courses do not require a Test Out exam 
for middle school transfer students as long as the course is posted on the student's report card 
(with or without AP marked) and the student has a valid AP exam score for the course.
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Proficiency Exam Procedures (Math Only)
The purpose of a proficiency exam is to accurately place a student in a high school math course 
if that student has not taken the traditionally named sequence of math courses as defined by  
DVUSD (Algebra 1-2, Geometry, Algebra 3-4). Students who believe they have taken a similar  
course to a DVUSD high school math course may request a proficiency exam up to the first 10  
days of class or prior to enrollment.

Students will not receive high school credit for a proficiency exam. Students must take a 
Test-Out to receive credit for a high school math course. Students are welcome to schedule a  
Test-Out after completing the proficiency exam; however, the proficiency exam is not required to 
qualify for a Test-Out. The district does not provide study guides, textbooks, or other types of  
assistance for a Test-Out exam. If a student successfully completes the proficiency exam with a  
score of "C" or higher, the student will be placed in the next course in the DVUSD sequence.  
If a student does not pass the proficiency exam, then the student may not repeat the  
proficiency exam. The Algebra 1-2 Proficiency Exam places students into Geometry 1-2, and  
the Geometry 1-2 Proficiency Exam places students into Algebra 3-4. These are the only high  
school proficiency exams available in math.

Course Scheduling

Education and Career Action Plan (ECAP)
An Education and Career Action Plan (ECAP) reflects a student’s current plan of coursework,  
career aspirations, and extended learning opportunities in order to develop the student’s  
individual academic and career goals. Every student in grades 9-12 shall develop an ECAP in  
consultation with a school counselor and parent or guardian. Students will work with the school’s 
counselor throughout high school to revise the ECAP to ensure that the student has the  
opportunity to study careers of the student’s choice.

Course Selection

For course descriptions and other information about courses and programs available to high 
school students, see the DVUSD Academic Planning Guide (APG).  Students and parents/
guardians can access the Academic Planning Guide on the DVUSD website (dvusd.org) by 
clicking on the "Parents & Students" tab and selecting "Handbooks and Forms."
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6FLHQFH�3DWKZD\V��&RXUVH�RI�6WXG\�
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SK\VLFDO��HDUWK�DQG�VSDFH��DQG�OLIH�VFLHQFHV�WR�PHHW JUDGXDWLRQ�UHTXLUHPHQWV��(YHU\�KLJK�VFKRRO 
VWXGHQW�PXVW�OHDUQ�DOO�KLJK�VFKRRO�HVVHQWLDO�VWDQGDUGV UHJDUGOHVV�RI�WKH���FUHGLW�FRXUVH  
VHTXHQFH�WKDW�WKH\�WDNH��(VVHQWLDO�+LJK�6FKRRO�6FLHQFH 6WDQGDUGV�DUH�GHVLJQHG�WR�SURYLGH  
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�VWXGHQWV�WR�GHYHORS�DQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI�DOO����FRUH�LGHDV�DFURVV�WKUHH�FUHGLWV  
RI�KLJK�VFKRRO�VFLHQFH��'986'�KDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�FRXUVH SDWKZD\V�IRU�VWXGHQWV�WR�HQVXUH�WKH\  
UHFHLYH�LQVWUXFWLRQ�LQ�DOO�RI�WKH�HVVHQWLDO�VWDQGDUGV GXULQJ�WKH�ILUVW�WKUHH�\HDUV�RI�KLJK�VFKRRO�LQ  
SUHSDUDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�VWDWH�DVVHVVPHQW�LQ���WK�JUDGH�

6WXGHQW�&RXUVH�/RDG
)UHVKPHQ��VRSKRPRUHV�DQG�MXQLRUV�PXVW�EH�HQUROOHG LQ�VL[�'986'�FUHGLW�FODVVHV�ZKLFK�PD\  
LQFOXGH�RQ�FDPSXV��RII�VLWH�&7(�SURJUDPV��$VSLUH�'HHU 9DOOH\'s�2QOLQH�$FDGHP\��'986'  
3DWKZD\V��DQG�:HVW�0(&�SURJUDPV� Senior year students must be enrolled in a minimum of four 
courses which can include DVUSD or West-MEC courses (some West-MEC courses may count 
for more than one course).  In addition to campus and West-MEC courses, the student may also 
take courses with Aspire and in-state community colleges or universities with the expectation that 
they submit their transcripts to the DVUSD campus to include on their high school transcript. Full 
time Aspire students will graduate from Aspire and full-time college students are not eligible to 
enroll with DVUSD. 

6HQLRUV�GHILFLHQW�LQ�FUHGLWV�WR�JUDGXDWH PXVW�EH�HQUROOHG�LQ�XS�WR�VL[�'986'�FUHGLW�FODVVHV ZKLFK 
PD\�LQFOXGH�RQ�FDPSXV��RII�VLWH�&7( SURJUDPV��Aspire 'HHU�9DOOH\'s�2QOLQH�/HDUQLQJ�Academy, 
DVUSD Pathways, approved community college courses, DQG :HVW�0(&�SURJUDPV�

,I�D�VWXGHQW�GRHV�QRW�JUDGXDWH�GXH�WR�FUHGLW�GHILFLHQF\� WKH�VWXGHQW�FDQ�

Ɣ    Complete deficient credit(s) during the summer before September 1st to receive a 
      DVUSD diploma 
Ɣ TDNH�D�PLQLPXP�RI�RQH�FODVV�RQ�KRPH�FDPSXV�DQG�RU ZLWK�$VSLUH�'HHU�9DOOH\�2QOLQH

Academy the following semester to receive a DVUSD diploma

$XGLWLQJ�&RXUVHV
$XGLWV�DUH�SULPDULO\�IRU�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�HQWHU�VFKRRO DIWHU�WKH���WK�GD\��$SSURYHG�DXGLWV�DUH�RIILFLDO 
DJUHHPHQWV�DQG�ZLOO�EH�QRWHG�as an "N" RQ�WKH�VWXGHQW¶V�WUDQVFULSW��8QGHU�QR�FLUFXPVWDQFHV 
ZLOO�DQ�DXGLW�UHTXHVW�EH�JUDQWHG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�DYRLG WKH�FRQVHTXHQFH�RI�D�JUDGH�

6WXGHQW�$WKOHWHV���&RXUVH�6HOHFWLRQ�1RWLFH
6WXGHQWV�ZKR�SODQ�WR�SOD\�DWKOHWLFV�LQ�FROOHJH�IRU D�1&$$�'�,�RU�'�,,�OHYHO�VFKRRO�VKRXOG�UHYLHZ 
UHTXLUHPHQWV�DW�WKH�1&$$�(OLJLELOLW\�&HQWHU�DW ZZZ�HOLJLELOLW\FHQWHU�RUJ� $OVR��VWXGHQWV 
LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�SOD\LQJ�FKDPSLRQVKLS�VSRUWV�DW�1$,$ FROOHJHV�QHHG�WR�UHJLVWHU�DQG�UHFHLYH�DQ
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eligibility determination at http://www.playnaia.org/. All credit recovery or credit improvement  
courses need to be approved by a counselor. Core courses offered through Aspire 
Deer Valley Online Academy have been approved by the NCAA. However, the NCAA does not  
approve  Aspire Deer Valley Online Academy courses designated as "credit recovery" courses. 
Potential NCAA athletes should not sign up for any Aspire Deer Valley Online Academy  
courses designated as "credit recovery" courses. Additional information can be found by  
referencing: http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/Quick_Reference_Sheet.pdf.

Withdrawals
Any student (regular, Honors, AP, IB) who withdraws from a campus-based class after the first  
twenty (20) days of the semester, but before the end of the tenth (10) week, will receive a grade  
of WP or WF until the end of the semester. The student will attend class until the end of the  
term. Requests for class withdrawals will not be processed after the tenth (10) week of the  
semester. WP or WF grades will be posted on a student’s transcript but not factored into GPA or 
class ranking. Students who receive a WF will be ineligible for extra-curricular and AIA  
participation for the remainder of the grading term. This does not apply to course level changes.

Any student (regular, Honors, AP, IB) who withdraws from an Aspire Deer Valley Online Academy 
class after the first 15 days of the semester, but before the end of the 10th week, will receive a  
grade of WP or WF and access to the course on Canvas will be terminated.

Any student (regular or Honors) who withdraws from a DVUSD Pathways course during the 1st  
or 2nd week of the semester will have no recording of the course on their transcript. A student  
who withdraws from the beginning of the 3rd week of the semester through the end of the 5th  
week, will receive a grade of WP or WF and will no longer be required to attend the course  
sessions. Course withdrawals during the 6th and 7th weeks of the semester will result in a grade 
of "F"

Loss of Credit Due to Absences
The state of Arizona requires that all students attend school 90 percent of the school year. 
DVUSD students attend school 180 days per year, which means that a DVUSD student has 
nine (9) allowable absences per semester. When a student reaches nine absences in a
semester, a doctor’s note may be required to excuse any further absences. A student who is
absent more than 10 percent (18 days) of the required number of school days per year is
considered to have “excessive absences,” whether the absences are excused or unexcused.
Students with excessive absences may lose credit in the course.

Students taking online or blended courses in DVUSD are required to complete online
attendance logs (MyHours.dvusd.org) each week or the student is subject to being dropped or
withdrawn from the online course.
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Course Level Placement Changes
Students who request an Honors course, AP course, or IB course are accepting the rigor that  
comes with these advanced academic courses. Once students and parents agree to the  
requirements, they will be enrolled in an advanced academic course. No level changes will be  
considered for students in advanced academic classes before the 15th day of class and after  
the 25th day of class. Only a teacher can recommend students for a placement change in an  
advanced academic class. The teacher will only consider students for a placement change  
whose effort is consistent with the expectation yet show limited success in the class. Students  
may request a level change from a regular level course to an honors level course within the first 
15 days of the semester, provided there is sufficient data that such a change is merited.

Early Departure and Earned Credit
Under emergency situations (deemed by administration), a student who has been attending  
school may be allowed to be absent or withdrawn from school and earn credit for the semester  
in which the emergency occurred. Upon administrative approval, a completion of credit plan will 
be put in place by the school team consisting of the student, parents/guardians, teachers,  
counselors, and administration to assure that the student satisfies all course requirements with  
options considered. If course requirements are not met, the student will not be awarded credit.

Textbook/Materials
A charge will be applied if textbooks, materials, or library books are lost or damaged. Repair or  
replacement costs will be charged to students for school-issued digital devices (iPads,  
chromebooks, etc.) that are lost or damaged. An Optional Device Protection Plan is available to 
students/parents if purchased within three days of receipt of the device. Go to www.dvusd.org 
(Parents & Students > Instructional Technology > 1:1 Student Devices) for more information.

Services Available

Counseling Services
A comprehensive school counseling program is offered at all high schools to promote and
enhance the learning process. DVUSD school counseling programs facilitate student
development in three areas; academic development, career development, and personal/social
development. Students will develop an Educational Career Action Plan (ECAP) that reflects
current plan of coursework, career aspirations, and extended learning opportunities.
Additionally, a Wellness Counselor may be available at each high school to provide therapeutic
and/or crisis counseling services to students.
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English Acquisition Services
All campuses provide services for English Learners. DVUSD follows the Pull Out and Two Hour 
models,  providing both targeted and integrated instruction to ensure that all ELs are successful 
in both English acquisition and content area courses to meet graduation requirements.

Homebound Services
Students who must be absent from school due to extended illness (90 days) may be eligible for  
homebound instruction with doctor’s orders. Homebound packets are available in each school  
site’s nurse’s office. Technology is provided by the home school. The teacher of record supplies 
hard copies as needed to homebound teachers.

Special Education Services
DVUSD provides a full continuum of Special Education supports and services to eligible 
students as stated on the student’s IEP under IDEA.

Translation Services
Contact the Curriculum Secretary at 623-445-4910 for available translated documents and  
information. Contacte al Secretario de Curriculum�al 623- 445-4910 para obtener cualquier� 
información y documentos disponibles que se puedan�traducir.

Gifted and Advanced Learning
All schools offer Honors, AP, and various Dual Enrolment courses and most offer unique gifted 
programs and services.

Honors Courses
Honors courses provide an in-depth study and are designed to prepare students for AP and IB 
courses. Teacher recommendation, grades, and test scores are considered for eligibility in the  
course.

Advanced Placement (AP)
The AP Program offers college-level courses to high school students. In AP courses, students  
can earn college credit, placement, or both by qualifying AP exam scores that are taken in late 
spring of each year. At the conclusion of the AP course, the student will participate in the  
national examinations. Students who wish to attempt a score for college credit will pay the  
required College Board fee. Students who perform adequately on the exam may be awarded  
university or college credits (score of 3 or higher, based on the course and school), depending 
upon the issuing institution. The course is equivalent to a university level course and is  
designed to challenge the student.
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Dual Enrollment (DE)
Dual Enrollment credits are offered for specified courses. These courses are offered at the high 
school and taught by high school teachers with college certification and students will earn both  
high school credit and college credit. There will be a college tuition fee for these courses.  
Students must qualify for in-state residency in order to qualify for in-state tuition with the  
community college. Students take DE classes and earn both high school and college credit  
concurrently.

www.aztransfer.com is a website that has tools designed to help students taking dual enrollment 
classes make informed decisions regarding earned credits and how those credits will be  
transferred to Arizona's state universities degree programs.

International Baccalaureate (IB)
Barry Goldwater High School offers the IB Middle Years Programme & Diploma Programme. The 
IB Program is an honors program with a comprehensive and rigorous liberal arts curriculum,  
focusing on global connections and real world studies. It is designed for highly motivated  
students interested in a rigorous academic program. Students from the entire Deer Valley Unified 
School District may attend through open enrollment. Regional transportation is provided.

National Academy Foundation (NAF)
Each NAF Academy operates as a “school within a school” at Boulder Creek High School, Deer 
Valley High School and Mountain Ridge High School.  The Boulder Creek High School Academy 
for Finance, Deer Valley High School Academy for Hospitality and Tourism  
Academy and the Mountain Ridge High School Academy for Entrepreneurship are two/three/four 
year programs with a senior year option for internships. NAF (formerly known as National  
Academy Foundation)  is an educational non-profit organization. The mission of NAF is to  
solve some of the biggest challenges facing education and the economy by bringing education,  
business, and community leaders together to  transform the high school experience.

Project Lead the Way (PLTW)
Project Lead the Way is a rigorous, hands-on three year program offered at Boulder Creek High 
School (Engineering) and Mountain Ridge High School (BioScience and Engineering). Each  
program offers a senior year capstone, where students work on challenging problems  
requiring critical thinking, collaboration, goal setting, planning, and delivery of specified  
outcomes. Colleges and universities across the U.S. recognize and reward PLTW students for  
their great work. These postsecondary institutions recognize PLTW students with scholarships,  
admissions preference, course credit, and more.
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Accommodations and Modifications
A student’s progress towards mastery of the curriculum must be the grading criteria for content  
course work. Use of accommodations and modifications are to facilitate a student’s access and 
comprehension of course work. If a student is not being successful, then the accommodations  
or strategies need to be revisited.

There should be explicit implementation of students’ accommodations with fidelity in the  
classroom. The grade reporting and assessment of students with IEP's or 504's or English 
Language Learners should be at the same frequency as general education students and  
at the appropriate grade level.

Accommodations
Accommodations are changes in instruction that enable students to demonstrate the student’s  
abilities in the classroom or assessment/testing settings. Accommodations eliminate obstacles 
that would interfere with a student’s ability to perform or produce at the same level of  
performance as all general education students.  Accommodations do not remove the  
expectation for students to demonstrate mastery of the grade level standards.

Accommodations do not change the curriculum or content. Accommodations change how  
students access and express knowledge on a daily basis. All students may receive  
accommodations, including students in general education, English language learners on an  
Individual Language Learning Plan (ILLP), students in the MTSS process, those on 504 plans 
and students with an IEP.

Accommodations can be provided for:
● Instructional methods and materials
● Assignments and assessments
● Learning environments
● Time demands and scheduling
● Special communication systems

Examples of Accommodations:
● Read a test to a student (with no additional help)
● Allow extra time to take the same test or complete the same assignment
● Sign an assignment book
● Break down work into smaller segments, but still expecting all elements to be completed
● Stay after school for homework help
● Preferential seating
● Provide an extra set of books at home
● Home‐School communication journal
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● Provide audio recordings of lectures or audio books
● Provide copies of teacher’s lecture notes
● Use large‐print books, braille, or books online or CD (digital text)
● Provide answers to essay‐type questions by speaking, rather than writing them down;

allowing answers to be given orally or through dictation
● Use of a calculator for math assessments when calculation skills are not being assessed
● Read a test and rewording/re‐explaining questions on the test
● Create tests that include pictures or other visual aids

Modifications
Modifications are substantial changes to what a student is expected to learn and demonstrate. 
Modifications are changes to the instructional level, content, or performance criteria. 
In order to provide modifications, modifications must first be identified on a student’s IEP.

Modifications should be marked only for students with significant cognitive disability who qualify 
to take the alternative assessment in accordance with the students’ IEPs.  The essential 
learnings for students who receive modifications are known as Core Content Connectors and 
can be found at
https://wiki.ncscpartners.org/index.php/Core_Content_Connectors.

Modifications can be provided for:
● Instructional level of content
● Performance criteria including changes to test forms or format or alternative assignments
● Expected proficiency at a particular grade level

Examples of Modifications:
● Assignments aligned to standards but adjust the instructional level, content, or performance criteria
● Creation of alternate projects or assignments at the student’s cognitive level
● Construction of test items at the student’s cognitive level of development

Homebound Students
For homebound students, the teacher of record is always the classroom teacher. For 
homebound students participating with the Aspire Deer Valley's Online Academy, the teacher 
of record is the online teacher.
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“Homebound or hospitalized means a student who is capable of profiting from academic 
instruction but is unable to attend school due to illness, disease, accident, or other health 
conditions, who has been examined by a medical doctor and who is certified by that doctor as 
being unable to attend on‐campus classes for a period of not less than three school months 
during the school year or a student who is able of profiting from academic instruction but is 
unable to attend school regularly due to chronic or acute health problems, who has been 
examined by a medical doctor and who is certified by that doctor as being unable to attend 
campus classes for intermittent period of time totaling three school months during a school 
year.” A.R.S.15‐761 and Arizona school code 1995�15‐901.

Homebound Teacher Responsibilities
● The Homebound Instructor will contact the counselor/Special Education Strategist at the

student’s school to assist in coordinating the student’s initial services meeting within one
school day of contact from the school.

● The Homebound Instructor is responsible for providing quality instruction and utilizing
appropriate materials and techniques to keep the student working at the student’s
assigned grade level. This will be done in conjunction with the classroom teacher.
Completed assignments will be returned to the classroom teacher on a weekly basis.

● The Homebound Instructor will work with the classroom teacher to submit grades for the
student at the end of each quarter so the student’s transcripts/records will accurately
reflect the student’s grades and performance. The Homebound Instructor will provide
assignments, assessments, and documentation to the classroom teacher to support the
final grade.

● The Homebound Instructor is responsible for the coordination of administering
FODVVURRP��VWDWH��DQG�GLVWULFW�DVVHVVPHQWV�

Ɣ   7KH�+RPHERXQG�,QVWUXFWRU�UHYLHZV�Aspire 'HHU�9DOOH\'s�2QOLQH Academy grades twice 
a month, if applicable.

● The Homebound Instructor will ask for a meeting with appropriate school staff and the
parent if the process is not working or the student is not progressing with passing
grades.

Classroom Teacher of Record Responsibilities
● The classroom teacher determines the plan of action for assignments missed prior to the

initiation of homebound services, in conjunction with the parent, as homebound
does not go backwards and cover work prior to the initiation of services start date.

● Teachers must adhere to the 504 plan or IEP accommodations/modifications.
● The classroom teacher(s) must attend an initial services meeting and additional

meetings related to homebound instruction.
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● The classroom teacher will ensure that the student has the appropriate access to textbooks,

materials, and assignments. Classroom teachers will provide hard copies of
assignments, presentations, and assessments, if electronic copies are not available.

● The school is responsible for providing technology to enable the student to access the
curriculum.

● The classroom teacher is the teacher of record and will provide the homebound
instructor a basic outline of concepts covered, materials, notes, answer keys, and tests
on a weekly basis.

● The classroom teacher works closely with the homebound instructor to provide a final
grade to the student.

Intervention
An instructional intervention is a specific program or set of steps to help a student improve in an
area of academic or behavioral need(s). Interventions are designed so that parents/guardians
and the school can track the student’s progress for improvement. In an effort to ensure success
for all students, Tier II and Tier III Interventions have been structured at all grade levels.

Student Athletes - No Pass/No Play

The athletic program will make every effort to support each school’s mission of achieving
academic excellence. Athletics are an integral part of the educational process and will help
support the school's overall curriculum. Participants will be considered student-athletes rather
than just students or just athletes. The State Board of Education, as mandated by the Arizona
State Legislature, requires each school district to have in place a "NO PASS/NO PLAY" policy.
Athletics, speech, theater, music, and spirit-line are all defined as extra-curricular activities that
fall under the "NO PASS/NO PLAY" policy. All students participating in district-sanctioned
athletic events must maintain a passing grade in all classes.

In order to represent DVUSD in an extracurricular activity, the student and the parent/guardian
shall be notified when:

● Ineligibility is pending
● Ineligibility is determined to be necessary

Parent-Teacher Communication
DVUSD strongly values a parent/guardian’s role in a student’s education. Effective
communication between school and home is a contributing factor to academic success. A
positive, productive teacher-parent/guardian relationship contributes to cooperative efforts
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toward a student’s academic achievement. Teachers can help parents stay involved and 
informed about the student’s academic progress through ongoing communication. Parent 
contact or attempt to contact parents by phone, conference, or email should be kept on file by 
the teacher. Records should include the date, student name, parent name, phone number, and 
notes concerning the contents and results of the conversation. For more information, contact the 
campus administrator.

Conferences between parents/guardians and teachers are encouraged. This one-on-one 
interaction promotes involvement of both the home and the school, fosters mutual 
understanding of the student's progress, clarifies the student's strengths and needs, and allows 
for the exchange of information and ideas needed to strengthen and reinforce student 
performance. A dedicated day for Parent-Teacher conferences is available on the high school 
campuses midway through the first semester. Additional conferences can be requested by the 
teacher or parent/guardian.

Parent Portal in PowerSchool
DVUSD provides parents/guardians with a means of staying up-to-date with the student’s 
progress. PowerSchool is a secure website used by classroom teachers to input and maintain 
student grades electronically. All parents/guardians and students have the opportunity to use 
PowerSchool to access attendance, activities, assignments, and grades (both current and 
historical) throughout the school year. PowerSchool may be accessed from any place the 
parent/guardian can access the Internet. For instructions on using the PowerSchool mobile app, 
go to: https://www.dvusd.org/Domain/6718.

Parents/guardians may view the student's current grades and current year stored grades 
in the parent portal by logging into PowerSchool at https://ps.dvusd.org/public/. The student's 
information will be located under Grades and Attendance on the left side of the screen. 
Parents/guardians may view historical grades for all years under Grade History.

Parents/guardians can set up automatic notifications of the student’s grades on the
PowerSchool Parent Portal. The steps to set up notifications are:

1. Log in to PowerSchool
2. On the left-side navigation bar, click on Email Notification
3. Select the information you would like sent to you, and frequency of alerts
4. When you are finished, click on Submit
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Parent Observation of Canvas Courses

DVUSD uses Canvas to support the district’s technology initiative. Designed specifically for K‐12 
teachers and students, Canvas is an easy‐to‐use, cloud‐based Learning Management System 
(LMS) that connects all the digital tools and resources teachers use into one simple place. It 
integrates seamlessly with hundreds of apps, empowering teachers and students with countless 
tools to make teaching and learning easier and more engaging. Canvas provides a secure way for 
teachers to deliver instruction and also provides a user friendly way to virtually interact with 
students, provide performance feedback,record and update grades.

The Canvas grade book is connected to DVUSD’s student information system, PowerSchool. 
Parents can create a Canvas parent account to track progress, view grades, and sign up to 
receive teacher announcements and notifications.

● Create a Student Pairing Code
○ Parents will need a student pairing code to link the Parent account to the student’s

courses
○ In the student account, open the settings by clicking on Account in the top left

corner
○ Select Settings
○ Select Pair with Observer
○ Copy the pairing code (it is case sensitive)

● Create a Parent account
○ Go to https://dvusd.instructure.com/
○ In the top right corner of the log-in box, click on “Parent of a Canvas User? Click

here for an account”
○ Create a username and password, then enter the student pairing code.

Home Practice
● Teachers may assign purposeful work for students to practice at home. The focus of the

home practice is on giving students tasks such as practicing a skill that has been
addressed in class to deepen the students’ understanding and knowledge, providing
students opportunities to extend the student’s learning through independent
investigation, or allowing for differentiation that allows students to explore topics of the
student’s own interest (Marzano & Pickering 2007).

● Teachers may create home practice opportunities that maximize chances for student
completion and success. Teachers will ensure home practice is the appropriate level of
difficulty for each student so that they may complete the assignments with success
independently. Home practice should also be challenging enough to make it interesting
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and valuable as a learning tool (Marzano & Pickering 2007).
● When evaluating home practice, the teacher will provide students valuable feedback on

the student’s learning in a variety of ways. Feedback is critical for improving student
achievement
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DVUSD Grading Practices 

DVUSD Grading Philosophy
Ensuring a fair and credible evaluation of student learning from classroom to classroom and school to 
school will directly impact and improve student learning. Students should be held accountable for their 
learning. We also recognize that grading practices can contribute to long-term student success. An 
emphasis on the evaluation of content standards and timely, constructive feedback are cornerstones 
to grading that reflect student growth and development.

In order to increase grading consistency, accuracy, equity, and focus on learning, DVUSD strives to 
encompass the following goals:
• Grades are equitable, accurate, specific, and consistent.
• Grades reflect academic learning and are not used as a punitive tool.
● Grades report the status of academic learning, not behavioral conduct.
● Assessment and grading provide actionable feedback to inform student learning.
● Grading takes into account that learning is a process that takes place over time and at different 

speeds for different students.
● A The grading system coordinates and is consistent among common courses. 
● Teachers and/or grade levels to ensure clarity in expectations for all students.
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The teacher will structure the curriculum around the standards and grading will be completed after the 
instructional material has been sufficiently taught and practiced. Criteria used for grading will be 
clearly articulated to students. This grading system recognizes progress toward achievement of 
established standards. Additional instruction may be required for a student to demonstrate mastery of 
the standard(s).

“Grades are broken when they mix achievement and non-achievement elements. The
fix is to report variables such as behaviors separately from achievement, thereby
ensuring that the grades reflect student achievement as accurately as possible.”

(Ken O’Connor, 2011)
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Meaningful Grades 

Teachers are expected to enter a meaningful grade for each student for each subject/course 
in the electronic gradebook on a regular basis so that students, parents, and support staff 
can better monitor student progress.  A meaningful grade is a grade entry for an 
assessment or coursework that measures learning standards.  The frequency of entering 
meaningful grades is as follows:

• Classes that typically meet 4-5 days per week = at least one meaningful grade each 
week

• Classes that typically meet 2-3 days per week = at least one meaningful grade every 
other week

• Classes that typically meet one day per week = at least one meaningful grade every 
third week.

At least one meaningful assessment/coursework grade entry must be entered each 
week, but an entry that impacts the course grade must be entered at least every 2 
school weeks (every 3rd week for classes meeting once per week).

Grade Scales

High School Grade Scales 
Students in 9th through 12th grades will receive marks for their proficiency toward 
the grade level standards using the following scale.

4 = Highly Proficient 
3 = Proficient
2 = Partially Proficient 
1 = Minimally Proficient

Students in 9th through 12th grades will receive marks for their overall performance in 
each course of study using the following letter grade scale.

A =  90-100%
B =  80-89%
C =  70-79% 
D =  60-69%
F =  0-59%

Grades of “D” and above are passing marks.  A course grade of “F” indicates that the 
student has failed the course.  For 9th-12th grade levels, no course credit will be 
awarded for a failing course grade. 

A =  90-100% 
B =  80-89%
C =  70-79%
D =  60-69%
F =   0-59%

Grades of “D” and above are passing marks.  A course grade 
of “F” indicates that the student has failed the course.  For 
9th-12th grade levels, no course credit will be awarded for a 
failing course grade.

In the 2021-2022 school year, all DVUSD school implemented the process and procedures 
outline in this handbook. Implementation of the new grade scale will roll out in two phases. 
Barry Goldwater and Sandra Day O'Connor high schools began utilizing a 4-0 grade scale 
in the 2021-2022 school year. The grade scale was modified to a 60-100% scale with A-F 
courses grades in the 2022-2023 school year with course grades calculating based upon the 
grades for course standards.  All high schools will use the grade scale based upon grades 
for course standards in the 2023-2024 school year. 

The new grade scale was created based upon the following principles:
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Overall Standards Grades 
All teachers are required to tag and enter proficiency levels for standards for gradebook 
entries in the Assessment category. Standards may also be tagged and scored for items in 
the Coursework or Practice categories.

Overall standards grades will be determined by the average of the most recent three 
proficiency level marks a student receives for each standard.

Overall Course Grades 
Overall course grades for students in grades 9-12 will be calculated from the average of 
the student’s assignment scores (assessments, coursework). 

Teachers will enter scores for assignment entries in the gradebook based upon student 
performance of the standards. Guidance for entering scores based upon standards scores:
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Categories and Weights

All 9th-12th grade teacher gradebooks will utilize the following categories in the gradebook.

ASSESSMENT: This category includes all items used to measure a student’s proficiency toward the 
learning standards once the student has had sufficient practice and at a specified point in time. This 
category can include summative tests, performance assessments, reports, unit or module 
assessments, quizzes, long-term projects, short-term projects, presentations, capstone projects, 
research papers, and lab reports. 

COURSEWORK: This category includes formative work that provides students with the opportunity 
to learn content and skills and to receive feedback on their learning. Coursework is assigned to 
provide meaningful, independent practice, reinforce learning targets, and extend learning. This 
category can include in-class assignments, quizzes, exit tickets, checks-for-understanding, and daily 
activities.  

PRACTICE:  This category includes formative student work that a student completes while in the 
process of learning specific skills. Student work that is done inside and outside of the classroom, 
such as classwork and homework, falls into this category.  

All 9th-12th grade teacher gradebooks will utilize the following weights for each category in the 
gradebook.

ASSESSMENT 80%

COURSWORK  20%

PRACTICE         0%

5ROH�RI�3/&�7HDPV�LQ�*UDGLQJ

3URIHVVLRQDO�/HDUQLQJ�&RPPXQLWLHV��3/&V��SURYLGH�D V\VWHPDWLF�PHDQV�RI�LPSURYLQJ�LQVWUXFWLRQ
DQG�VFKRRO�FXOWXUH��7KH�3/&�PRGHO�JLYHV�'986'¶V�VFKRROV D�IUDPHZRUN�WR�EXLOG�WHDFKHU
FDSDFLW\�WR�ZRUN�DV�PHPEHUV�RI�KLJK�SHUIRUPLQJ��FROODERUDWLYH WHDPV�WKDW�IRFXV�RQ�LPSURYLQJ
VWXGHQW�OHDUQLQJ��6FKRROV�PRGHOLQJ�WKLV�IUDPHZRUN DGRSW�D�VROLG��VKDUHG�PLVVLRQ��YLVLRQ��YDOXHV�
DQG�JRDOV��7KH\�DOVR�VWUXFWXUH�WKHPVHOYHV�XWLOL]LQJ FROODERUDWLYH�WHDPV�WKDW�ZRUN
LQWHUGHSHQGHQWO\�WR�DFKLHYH�FRPPRQ�JRDOV�DQG�IRFXV RQ�UHVXOWV�DV�HYLGHQFHG�E\�D�FRPPLWPHQW
WR�FRQWLQXRXV�LPSURYHPHQW�

&ROODERUDWLYH�WHDPV�FRQVLVWHQWO\�PHHW�WR�DQVZHU�WKH IROORZLQJ�IRXU�GULYLQJ�TXHVWLRQV�

�� :KDW�GR�ZH�ZDQW�VWXGHQWV�WR�NQRZ"
�� +RZ�ZLOO�ZH�NQRZ�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�OHDUQHG�LW"
�� :KDW�GR�ZH�GR�LI�WKH\�GLGQ¶W�OHDUQ�LW"
�� :KDW�GR�ZH�GR�LI�WKH\�DOUHDG\�NQRZ�LW"

%HKDYLRU�DQG�$FDGHPLF�*UDGLQJ
'986'�XVHV�JUDGHV�WR�LQGLFDWH�DFDGHPLF�SHUIRUPDQFH� BHKDYLRUDO�VNLOOV�DQG�DWWLWXGHV are an 
PSRUWDQW�SDUW�RI�D�VWXGHQW¶V�GHYHORSPHQW. %HKDYLRUDO�LVVXHV will be handled through other PHDQV, 
such as�DVVLJQLQJ�FRQVHTXHQFHV� cRQIHUHQFHV��ORVV�RI SULYLOHJHV��and GLVFLSOLQary�PHDVXUHV. In order 
to accurately reflect a student's academic performance level, deductions of scores or grades will 
not be applied for student misbehavior. 
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³Rather than lowering students¶ grades due to behavioral infractions, a better
strategy is to report these infractions separately and not include them as part of the

course grade.´ �*XVNH\�������

BehaYiRUV Zill be cRmmXnicaWed VeSaUaWel\ fURm gUadeV.

What it is What it is not

Ɣ ([FOXGLQJ�IDFWRUV�VXFK�DV�HIIRUW� Ɣ ,QFOXGLQJ�PDUNV�IRU�
ż EULQJLQJ�LQ�D�VLJQHG�V\OODEXV

Ɣ 8VLQJ�FODVVURRP�PDQDJHPHQW�DQG
RWKHU�QRQ JUDGH�EDVHG
FRQVHTXHQFHV�WR�XSKROG
H[SHFWDWLRQV�UHODWHG�WR�FRQGXFW�
ZRUN FRPSOHWLRQ��DQG�DFDGHPLF
LQWHJULW\

Ɣ +DQGOLQJ�LVVXHV�VXFK�DV
GLVUXSWLRQV��DWWHQGDQFH��RU
DFDGHPLF�GLVKRQHVW\�WKURXJK
GLVFLSOLQH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�

Ɣ &RPPXQLFDWLRQ of behaviors
PD\ LQFOXGH FRQIHUHQFLQJ ZLWK 
VWXGHQWV� VSHFLDO FRGHV LQ WKH 
JUDGHERRk �PLVVLQJ� H[HPSW� 
LQFRPSOHWH� DEVHQW� ODWH� HWF��� 
W\SLQJ FRPPHQWV LQ JUDGHERRN� 
FRQWDFWLQJ�SDUHQWV��HWF�

Ɣ 8VLQJ�D�]HUR�DV�D�SODFHKROGHU
XQWLO�WKH�VWXGHQW�GHPRQVWUDWHV 
ZKDW�KH�VKH�NQRZV�DQG�FDQ�GR 
ZLWKLQ�D�JLYHQ�WLPH�IUDPH�

Ɣ %DVLQJ�JUDGHV�RQ�LQGLYLGXDO
DFKLHYHPHQW��QRW�JURXS�VFRUHV
XQOHVV�LW�LV�SDUW�RI�WKH�FRQWHQW�FRXUVH
VWDQGDUGV

ż EULQJLQJ�LQ�FODVV�VXSSOLHV
ż PHUH�FRPSOHWLRQ�RI

DVVLJQPHQWV�RU�KRPHZRUN 
Ɣ $ZDUGLQJ�SRLQWV�IRU:

ż QHDWQHVV��HIIRUW��FRPSOHWLRQ��RU
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��XQOHVV�WKHVH
DUH�SDUW�RI�WKH�FRXUVH
FRQWHQW�VWDQGDUGV�

ż H[WUD�FUHGLW
Ɣ 'HGXFWLQJ�SRLQWV�IRU�ODWH

DVVLJQPHQWV��VHH Late Work�

3/&�FROODERUDWLYH�WHDPV�FDQ�UHTXHVW�H[FHSWLRQV�WR WKH�DERYH�JXLGHOLQHV��SHQGLQJ�DSSURYDO�E\
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ

%HQHILWV

$WWHQGDQFH��HIIRUW��EHKDYLRU��SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��DQG�RWKHU IDFWRUV�DUH�LPSRUWDQW��EXW�VHSDUDWLQJ
WKHVH�IURP�DFDGHPLF�JUDGHV�HQVXUHV�JUDGHV�DUH�PRUH HTXLWDEOH�DQG�DFFXUDWH�DQG�JLYHV�D
FOHDUHU�SLFWXUH�RI�VWXGHQW�OHDUQLQJ��6WXGHQWV�DUH VWLOO�DFFRXQWDEOH�IRU�WKHVH�IDFWRUV�DQG
VKRXOG�UHDOL]H�WKHVH�IDFWRUV�FDQ�GLUHFWO\�LPSDFW�WKHLU OHDUQLQJ�

participation, attendance, attitude, 
etc., from the grade calculation
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$EVHQW :RUN DVUSD Board Regulation IKEA‐R (I‐7261)

:KHQ�D�VWXGHQW�LV�DEVHQW�IURP�VFKRRO��WHDFKHUV�VKDOO SURYLGH�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�WKH�VWXGHQW�WR 
PDNH�XS�ZRUN�IRU�DQ\�DEVHQFH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�FORVH�OHDUQLQJ JDSV�IURP�WLPH�DZD\�IURP�VFKRRO��$ 
VWXGHQW�ZKR�LV�DEVHQW�IURP�VFKRRO�PLVVHV�D�YDOXDEOH�SDUW�RI�WKH�EHQHILW�RI�LQ‐VFKRRO�HGXFDWLRQ 
DQG�PD\�H[SHULHQFH�FKDOOHQJHV�LQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�FRQWHQW DQG�FXUULFXOXP�WKDW�ZDV�PLVVHG� 
ZKLFK�PD\�SXW�WKH�VWXGHQW�DW�ULVN�IURP�PHHWLQJ�FRQWHQW VWDQGDUGV��$GMXVWPHQWV�PD\�EH�PDGH 
ZKHQ�LW�LV�LQ�WKH�EHVW�LQWHUHVW�RI�WKH�VWXGHQW�V��

Ɣ (DFK�WHDFKHU�ZLOO�SURYLGH�DFFHVV�WR�WKH�VWXGHQW¶V DVVLJQPHQW�V��DQG�DQ\�KDQG�RXW�RU
PDWHULDOV�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�DFFRPSOLVKPHQW�RI�VXFK�DVVLJQPHQW�V�� DOORZLQJ�D�PLQLPXP
PDNH�XS�SHULRG�RI�RQH�����GD\�IRU�HDFK�GD\�DEVHQW� 7HDFKHUV�PD\�DGMXVW�WLPH�EDVHG
RQ�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�QHHGV�RI�WKH�VWXGHQW�RU�DVVLJQPHQW�

Ɣ 6FKRRO�VDQFWLRQHG�DQG�RU�DSSURYHG�HYHQWV�VKRXOG�QRW QHJDWLYHO\�LPSDFW�D�VWXGHQW¶V
JUDGH

Ɣ 6WXGHQWV�ZKR�PLVV�VFKRRO�ZRUN�EHFDXVH�RI�XQH[FXVHG DEVHQFHV�RU�VXVSHQVLRQV�ZLOO
EH�JLYHQ�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�PDNH�XS�PLVVHG�ZRUN�IRU FUHGLW��7HDFKHUV�VKDOO�DVVLJQ�VXFK
PDNH�XS�ZRUN�DV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�HQVXUH�DFDGHPLF�SURJUHVV� nRW aV a SXniWiYe
meaVXUe.

Ɣ 6WXGHQWV�DUH�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�FRPPXQLFDWLQJ�ZLWK�WKH WHDFKHU�V��WKH�ILUVW�GD\�EDFN�IURP
DQ�DEVHQFH�WR�GHYHORS�D�SODQ�WR�PDNH�XS�WKRVH�DVVLJQPHQWV� 6WXGHQWV�DUH
HQFRXUDJHG�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�HOHFWURQLFDOO\�ZLWK�WHDFKHUV GXULQJ�WKH�VWXGHQW¶V�DEVHQFH�

Ɣ 'DLO\�$VVLJQPHQWV�YV��/RQJ‐7HUP�3URMHFWV��7KHUH�LV DQ�LPSRUWDQW�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ
GDLO\�IRUPDWLYH�DVVLJQPHQWV�DQG�ORQJ‐WHUP�VXPPDWLYH SURMHFWV��0DNH�XS�SROLFLHV
UHJDUGLQJ�ORQJ‐WHUP�VXPPDWLYH�SURMHFWV�DUH�DW�WKH GLVFUHWLRQ�RI�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�WHDFKHU
EDVHG�RQ�WKH�WLPHIUDPH�RI�WKH�VWXGHQW¶V�DEVHQFH�DQG WKH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�RI�WKH
ORQJ‐WHUP�SURMHFW� SWXdenWV VhRXld Velf-adYRcaWe fRU aVViVWance if Whe\ need
e[WenViRnV.

Ɣ ,Q�WKH�FDVH�ZKHUH�a VWXGHQW is�DEVHQW�IRU�XS�WR�WKUHH PRQWKV�GXH�WR�FKURQLF�KHDOWK
FRQGLWLRQV�FHUWLILHG�E\�D�GRFWRU��WKH VWXGHQW�PD\ IDOO�XQGHU�'986'�ERDUG�UHJXODWLRQ 
-+'�DQG�-�������([FOXVLRQV�DQG�([HPSWLRQV�IURP�6FKRRO $WWHQGDQFH�
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Late/Missing Work

Terms Defined

Missing Work: An assignment is considered as missing work when it is not submitted by the due date. 

Late Work: An assignment is considered late work when the assignment is not submitted by the due 
date that was established, but is submitted within the late work time frame listed below. 

Classwork: An assignment expected to be submitted within the class period.  Teachers may adjust 
assignments from being considered classwork to the designation as homework for all students or 
specific students.

Homework: An assignment expected to be completed fully or partially at home independently.  
Homework can also be a learning activity assigned as practice to be completed outside of class. 

Long Term Project Assignment: A project/assignment due more than 1 week after the date assigned 
is considered a long-term project assignment. Long term project assignments cannot be submitted 
late, unless an arrangement has been approved by the teacher.

Learning is a journey that is often not linear.  Some students learn content and skills quickly, while 
others may require more time or feedback to learn. In order to accurately reflect a student’s academic 
performance level, teachers will accept late work for full credit if the specified parameters are met. 

Missing work will be treated as such:

 The assignment will be marked with the “Missing” special code in the gradebook
 A zero (“0”) will be entered as the score for the assignment in the gradebook
 No Evidence (NE) will be entered for the standards attached to the assignment
 If the work is submitted as Late Work (see terms below), the zero (“0”) assignment score will be

changed to reflect the student’s actual score with no deductions or penalties
 If the work is not submitted as Late Work or does not meet conditions for Late Work, the score for

the assignment can be changed from a zero (“0”) up to a 49%, dependent upon the school’s
processes, by the end of the term.

In order for Late Work to be accepted, students must meet the following parameters:
 Assignment is not due within the class period
 Assignment is not a timed activity (such as a Quick-Write Essay)
 Assignment is not a Long-Term assignment (over multiple weeks)
 Assignment is turned by the end of the instructional unit

If a student meets the above criteria, he/she will be issued full credit for the work submitted (no added 
penalties or caps on the grade that can be earned).  The teacher will mark the student’s assignment 
with the “Late” special code. If the assignment is an assessment, the proficiency level of the standards 
attached will be entered.

Please note: Accommodations included in a student’s IEP, 504, or EL plan supersede late work 
procedures.  Consult with the student’s Service Coordinator or the student’s support team.
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([WUD�&UHGLW
-XVW�DV�LPSRVLQJ�JUDGH�SHQDOWLHV�IRU�SRRU�EHKDYLRU GLVWRUWV�DFDGHPLF�JUDGHV��VR�GRHV�DZDUGLQJ 
KLJKHU�JUDGHV�RU�H[WUD�FUHGLW�IRU�JRRG�EHKDYLRU��:LWK D�VWDQGDUGV�EDVHG�PLQGVHW��H[WUD�FUHGLW  
UHQGHUV�DQ�DFDGHPLF�JUDGH�OHVV�DFFXUDWH�VLQFH�LW�LV QRW�EDVHG�XSRQ�SHUIRUPDQFH�RI�WKH  
VWDQGDUGV��EXW�UDWKHU�RQ�FRPSOLDQW�EHKDYLRUV. No extra credit will be awarded. 

&KHDWLQJ�3ODJLDULVP

$FDGHPLF�LQWHJULW\�LV�D�FRUQHUVWRQH�RI�OHDUQLQJ��6WXGHQWV PXVW�SUHVHQW�WKHLU�RZQ�ZRUN�LQ�RUGHU 
IRU�WHDFKHUV�WR�DFFXUDWHO\�DVVHVV�OHDUQLQJ�DQG�SURYLGH DSSURSULDWH�IHHGEDFN�

$Q\�W\SH�RI�DFDGHPLF�GLVKRQHVW\�ZLOO�QRW�EH�WROHUDWHG LQ�'986'��$Q\�VWXGHQW�ZKR�HQJDJHV�LQ  
FKHDWLQJ�RU�SODJLDULVP�ZLOO�EH�GLVFLSOLQHG�IRU�WKRVH EHKDYLRUV��,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�WKH�SHQDOW\  
LPSRVHG�LV�QRW�UHIOHFWHG�LQ�WKH�VWXGHQW¶V�DFDGHPLF grade. Incorporating a behavior penalty into D 
VWXGHQW¶V�DFDGHPLF�JUDGH��VXFK�DV�LVVXLQJ�D�ORVV�RI credit, causes the overall grade to no ORQJHU 
UHSUHVHQW�ZKDW�WKH�VWXGHQW�NQRZV�RU�KDV�OHDUQHG�DQG� in essence, to become meaningless.  

,I�D�VWXGHQW�HQJDJHV�LQ�DFDGHPLF�GLVKRQHVW\��WKH\ ZLOO�LQLWLDOO\�UHFHLYH�D�³F´�IRU�WKDW�DVVLJQPHQW 
RU�DVVHVVPHQW��6WXGHQWV�ZLOO�EH�JLYHQ�RWKHU�RSSRUWXQLWLHV WR�VKRZ�PDVWHU\�RI�WKH�OHDUQLQJ�WR
HQVXUH�DFFXUDWH�UHSRUWLQJ�RI�WKH�VWXGHQW¶V�DFDGHPLF SHUIRUPDQFH�

7KH�VWXGHQW�ZLOO�DOVR�EH�DVVLJQHG�D�GLVFLSOLQH�FRQVHTXHQFH IRU�WKH�FKHDWLQJ�RU�SODJLDULVP  
EHKDYLRU�WKH\�HQJDJHG�LQ��3DUHQWV�QHHG�WR�EH�FRQWDFWHG DQG�WKH�VWXGHQW�ZLOO�EH�KHOG  
DFFRXQWDEOH�WKURXJK�WKH�VFKRRO¶V�GLVFLSOLQDU\�SROLF\� (DFK�VFKRRO�ZLOO�KDYH�WKHVH�EHKDYLRUV  
DGGUHVVHG�LQ�WKHLU�GLVFLSOLQH�PDWUL[��'HSHQGLQJ�XSRQ WKH�GHYHORSPHQWDO�DJH�RI�WKH�VWXGHQW�DQG  
WKH�VHYHULW\�RI�WKH�RIIHQVH��GLVFLSOLQH�FRQVHTXHQFHV FRXOG�WDNH�WKH�IRUP�RI�D�OHWWHU�RI�DSRORJ\�RU 
RWKHU�UHVWRUDWLYH�PHDVXUHV��ORVV�RI�SULYLOHJHV��DIWHU VFKRRO�GHWHQWLRQ��RU�VXVSHQVLRQ�

5HDVVHVVPHQW
Retakes or reperformance of essential skills is important to support learning of critical skills and 
filling gaps in learning. Retakes are allowed for assessments in which scores are entered into the 
gradebook, for full credit, if reperformance opportunities will not be available during the marking 
period or in addition to reperformance opportunities during the marking period.

Terms Defined
Retake: The student completes another assessment of the same learning targets. The 
assessment to be retaken may be in the same format or a different format. The higher of the two 
scores will be entered in the gradebook.*

Reperformance: The student will be reassessed on the same learning target later in the 
marking period as part of the instruction cycle, thus providing an additional measurement of the 
learning. All reperformance scores related to the learning target will be entered in the gradebook.
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³Making students redo their learning until it meets high expectations demands far 
more of both students and teachers than letting them take a failing grade² but it

also results in far more learning.´ (Wormeli, 2011�
ReaVVeVVmenW

What it is What it is not

Ɣ 6FKRROV�ZLOO�LGHQWLI\�WKH�VSHFLILF
VWHSV�WKDW�VWXGHQWV�PXVW�FRPSOHWH�WR
EH�UHDVVHVVHG�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW
OHDUQLQJ�WDNHV�SODFH�EHIRUH
UHDVVHVVPHQW�

Ɣ )HHGEDFN�RQ�LQLWLDO�SHUIRUPDQFH
QHHGV�WR�EH�SURYLGHG�

Ɣ 6WXGHQWV�VKRXOG�HQJDJH�LQ�OHDUQLQJ
DQG�RU�UHIOHFWLRQ�ZLWK�WHDFKHU
GLUHFWLRQ�SULRU�WR�UHDVVHVVPHQW�
6WUDWHJLHV�FRXOG�LQFOXGH�FRUUHFWLRQV�
WXWRULQJ��GLVFXVVLRQ��UHYLVLWLQJ
XQILQLVKHG�SUDFWLFH��RU�UHWHDFKLQJ�

Ɣ 5HDVVHVVPHQW�DGGUHVVHV�WKH�VDPH
VWDQGDUG�V��FRQWHQW�VNLOO�V��DV�WKH
RULJLQDO�DVVHVVPHQW�

Ɣ 5HDVVHVVPHQW�FRXOG�LQFOXGH

Ɣ 0DNLQJ�WKH�UHDVVHVVPHQW�HDVLHU
RU�KDUGHU�WKDQ�WKH�RULJLQDO
DVVHVVPHQW

Ɣ $YHUDJLQJ�VWXGHQWV¶�ILUVW�DQG
DGGLWLRQDO�DWWHPSWV�RU�UHGXFLQJ�D
JUDGH�EHFDXVH�LW�ZDV�DQRWKHU
DWWHPSW

Ɣ 3URYLGLQJ�VWXGHQWV�WKH�H[DFW�VDPH
DVVHVVPHQW�IRU�D�VHFRQG�WLPH
ZLWKRXW�IHHGEDFN�DQG�QH[W�VWHSV
�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�OHDUQLQJ�

Ɣ $OORZLQJ�RQO\�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�HDUQHG
D�ORZ�VFRUH�RQ�DQ�DVVHVVPHQW�WR
UHDVVHVV

Ɣ 5HDVVHVVPHQW�RI�ILQDO
DVVHVVPHQWV��GLVWULFW�EHQFKPDUN
H[DPV��RU�GLVWULFW�LQWHULP
DVVHVVPHQWV
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In order to earn a retake opportunity, a student must complete all of the following:
 Complete all formative coursework related to the content/skill assessed
 Consult with the teacher
 Submit a reassessment plan, form, or application, if required by the teacher

A  reassessment plan must be scheduled with the teacher within 5 school days of receiving the 
assessment score. 

*Retakes are not allowed for district and state assessments, Test Outs and Proficiency Exams, final 
assessments, end of term capstone projects and performance assessments, and screening tests (such as 
MGM, DIBELS, Reading Inventory, etc.).

GLIIHUHQW�IRUPDWV�VXFK�DV�WHVW 
FRUUHFWLRQV��UHWDNHV��QHZ 
DVVHVVPHQWV��RUDO�UHVSRQVHV�
SUHVHQWDWLRQV��HWF�

Ɣ $OO�VWXGHQWV��QRW�MXVW�VWXGHQWV�ZKR
SHUIRUP�SRRUO\�RQ�DQ�DVVHVVPHQW�
ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�UHDVVHVV�LQ�RUGHU�WR
GHPRQVWUDWH�D�QHZ�RU�KLJKHU�OHYHO�RI
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ



3/&�FROODERUDWLYH�WHDPV�FDQ�UHTXHVW�H[FHSWLRQV�WR WKH�DERYH�JXLGHOLQHV��SHQGLQJ�DSSURYDO�E\
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ

%HQHILWV

0XOWLSOH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�VHWV�WKH�VWDJH�IRU�VWXGHQWV WR�IRFXV�RQ�OHDUQLQJ�PRUH�DQG�QRW�VLPSO\ 
DFFHSWLQJ�D�ORZ�JUDGH��7KH�IRFXV�FDQ�EH�RQ�WDUJHWLQJ VSHFLILF�VWDQGDUGV�RU�VSHFLILF�DUHDV 
RI�FRPPRQ�PLVLQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�LPSURYLQJ�UHIOHFWLYH SUDFWLFHV�RQ�WKH�SDUW�RI�WKH�VWXGHQW�WR 
KHOS�WKH�WHDFKHU�XQGHUVWDQG�ZKHUH�PLVFRQFHSWLRQV�UHVW� 7KH�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�UHDVVHVVPHQW 
HQFRXUDJHV�VWXGHQWV�WR�GHHSHQ�WKHLU�OHDUQLQJ�RQ�GLIIHUHQW VWDQGDUGV��DQG�WKH�UHDVVHVVPHQW 
LWVHOI�DOORZV�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�LQFUHDVHG�NQRZOHGJH�

'LIIHUHQW�IRUPDWV�IRU�DVVHVVLQJ�SURILFLHQF\�DOORZ VWXGHQWV�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�FRQWHQW 
NQRZOHGJH�XVLQJ�WKHLU�LQGLYLGXDO�VWUHQJWKV�ZLWKLQ WKH�FRXUVH�IRUPDW�DQG�WXUQ�WKH�IRFXV�IURP 
µJHWWLQJ�D�JUDGH¶�WR�IHHGEDFN�DQG�OHDUQLQJ��,W�LV RQO\�E\�UHSRUWLQJ�WKH�PRVW�FXUUHQW�RI 
DVVHVVPHQW�UHVXOWV�WKDW�D�JUDGH�DFFXUDWHO\�UHIOHFWV VWXGHQW�PDVWHU\��An alternative to 
reassessment is re-performance in which a student is given another chance to show their 
proficiency of a standard during a later assessment. 

,I�LW�WDNHV�D�VWXGHQW�ORQJHU�WR�OHDUQ�D�VWDQGDUG� DQG�WKH�DVVHVVPHQW�FRPHV�EHIRUH�WKH 
VWXGHQW�KDV�FRPSOHWHG�WKH�OHDUQLQJ��WKHUH�LV�QR�UHDVRQ IRU�IXUWKHU�OHDUQLQJ�LI�WKHUH�LV�QR 
FKDQFH�IRU�UHDVVHVVPHQW��:LWK�UHDVVHVVPHQW�RSSRUWXQLWLHV� VWXGHQWV DFWXDOO\�ZRUN�KDUGHU 
EHFDXVH�WKH\�KDYH�WDNHQ�DGYDQWDJH�RI�DGGLWLRQDO�OHDUQLQJ RSSRUWXQLWLHV��VXFK�DV�JURXS 
WXWRULDOV��DOWHUQDWLYH�DVVLJQPHQWV��DQG�LQGLYLGXDO FRQYHUVDWLRQV�ZLWK�WHDFKHUV��,W�LV�E\ 
SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�WKHVH�DGGLWLRQDO�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��VWXGHQWV HDUQ�WKH�SULYLOHJH�RI 
UHDVVHVVLQJ��7KH�SUDFWLFH�RI�DOORZLQJ�VWXGHQWV�WR UHDVVHVV�LV�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�RWKHU 
LPSRUWDQW�DVVHVVPHQWV�VXFK�DV�WKH�6$7��$&7��DQG�HYHQ D�GULYHU
V�OLFHQVH��,Q�DOO�RI�WKHVH 
VLWXDWLRQV��WKH�QXPEHU�RI�WLPHV�RQH�WDNHV�WKH�WHVW LV�LQFRQVHTXHQWLDO��,Q�IDFW��WKH�KLJKHVW 
VFRUH�LV�WKH�RQO\�VFRUH�WKDW�LV�NHSW�RQ�WKH�ILQDO UHFRUG�
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Incompletes
An “Incomplete” for the course may be issued by the teacher if administrative approval has 
been granted. “Incompletes” must be cleared and reissued as an A-F grade within two 
weeks into the IROORZLQJ�JUDGLQJ�SHULRG��6WXGHQWV�PXVW�FRPSOHWH�PLVVLQJ�work and   
DVVHVVPHQWV�ZLWKLQ�WKDW WLPH��([WHQXDWLQJ�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�ZLOO�EH�GHDOW�ZLWK RQ�DQ�individual 
EDVLV�

)LQDO�&RXUVH�$VVHVVPHQWV
7HDFKHUV�ZLOO�IROORZ�WKHVH�SUDFWLFHV�ZLWK�UHJDUG WR�ILQDO�DVVHVVPHQWV�

Ɣ )LQDO�DVVHVVPHQWV�ZLOO�RFFXU�WRZDUG�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH VHPHVWHU�
Ɣ )LQDO�DVVHVVPHQWV�ZLOO�QRW�EH�LQ�D�VHSDUDWH�FDWHJRU\ LQ�WKH�JUDGH�ERRN� 
Ɣ )LQDO�DVVHVVPHQWV�ZLOO�QRW�RXWZHLJK�D�W\SLFDO�DVVHVVPHQW�



'XDO�HQUROOPHQW�FRXUVHV�PD\�XVH�D�ILQDO�DVVHVVPHQW DQG�IDFWRU�WKH�DVVHVVPHQW�JUDGH�LQWR�WKH 
FROOHJH�JUDGH�DV�SUHVFULEHG�E\�WKH�FROOHJH���+RZHYHU� WKH�KLJK�VFKRRO�JUDGH�IRU�WKH�ILQDO  
DVVHVVPHQW�PXVW�IROORZ�WKH�DERYH�JXLGHOLQHV�

2QOLQH�&RXUVHV�)LQDO�$VVHVVPHQWV 
Students taking blended and online courses in DVUSD may be required to take in-person 
assessments identified by the district and school. Additionally, full-time Aspire students are 
required to participate in all state achievement assessments. Per Arizona Revised Statue 
15-808, students who fail to comply with state testing requirements shall not be allowed to 
participate in Arizona online instruction.

7HVW�2XWs
7KH�SXUSRVH�RI�D�7HVW�2XW�LV�WR�DOORZ�VWXGHQWV�WR GHPRQVWUDWH�FRXUVH�FRPSHWHQFLHV�LQVWHDG�RI 
FRPSOHWLQJ�WKH�FRXUVH��6WXGHQWV�ZKR�EHOLHYH�WKH\�DUH SURILFLHQW�LQ�D�FRXUVH�PD\�UHTXHVW�D  
7HVW�2XW�H[DP�SULRU�WR�HQUROOPHQW�RU�XS�WR����VFKRRO days after the student's enrollment date 
LQ WKH�FRXUVH��6WXGHQWV�ZKR�KDYH�EHJXQ�D�FRXUVH�RU�KDYH WDNHQ�D�FRXUVH�DUH�QRW�HOLJLEOH�WR  
7HVW�2XW�XQOHVV�WKH�VWXGHQW�KDV�DQ�$2,�HOHFWLYH�FUHGLW RU�PLGGOH�VFKRRO�FRXUVH�WKH�VWXGHQW  
Zishes�WR�7HVW�2XW�IRU�D�FRUH�FRQWHQW�JUDGH�RQ WKH�WUDQVFULSW�

6WXGHQWV�PD\�WDNH�RQO\�RQH�7HVW�2XW�H[DP�SHU�DFDGHPLF FODVV��7KH�GLVWULFW�GRHV�QRW�SURYLGH 
VWXG\�JXLGHV��WH[WERRNV��RU�RWKHU�W\SHV�RI�DVVLVWDQFH� &UHGLW�ZLOO�EH�JLYHQ�DQG�WKH�VWXGHQW¶V  
WUDQVFULSW�ZLOO�UHIOHFW�WKH�JUDGH�HDUQHG�RQ�WKH�7HVW�2XW IRU�HDFK�VHPHVWHU�RI�WKH�FRXUVH�LI�WKH  
VFRUH�LV�a "C"�RU�KLJKHr���7KH�Test Out JUDGH�ZLOO�EH calculated in the GPA.  After the score is 
UHSRUWHG RQ�WKH�WUDQVFULSW��VWXGHQWV�PD\�FKRRVH�WR take the course for grade improvement.  
WDNH�WKH�FRXUVH�IRU�JUDGH�LPSURYHPHQW��

Dual Enrollment Grades 
Students taking a dual enrollment course have the opportunity to earn both high school 
credit and college credit for the course.  The grade for the high school credit will utilize the 
DVUSD grade scale while the grade for the college credit will adhere to the community college 
department's grade scale.  Additionally, dual enrollment courses will follow the 
college departmental policies concerning late work, reassessment, and academic integrity 
as outlined in the course syllabus. 
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*UDGH�(QKDQFHPHQW

7KH�VWDWH�DFKLHYHPHQW�DVVHVVPHQWV�SURYLGH�VWXGHQWV� WHDFKHUV��DQG�SDUHQWV�ZLWK�LQIRUPDWLRQ 
DERXW�KRZ�D�VWXGHQW�LV�SURJUHVVLQJ�DFDGHPLFDOO\��,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�VWXGHQWV�SHUIRUP�DW 
WKH�VWXGHQW¶V�EHVW�RQ�WKHVH�DVVHVVPHQWV�WR DFFXUDWHO\�DVVHVV�WKH�VWXGHQW¶V�DFDGHPLF 
SURJUHVV� ,Q�RUGHU�WR�PRWLYDWH�VWXGHQWV�WR�SXW�IRUWK�D strong effort, students are eligible to  
positively impact semester grades in courses aligned to the high school state assessments.  
The grade enhancement policy provides an incentive for students to do well on the tests, as  
ZHOO�DV�LQ�WKH VWXGHQW¶V�FRXUVH�RI�VWXG\�LQ�SUHSDUDWLRQ�IRU�WKH DVVHVVPHQWV�

1R�FRXUVH�JUDGHV�ZLOO�EH�ORZHUHG�GXH�WR�SRRU�SHUIRUPDQFH RQ�WKH�KLJK�VFKRRO�VWDWH 
DVVHVVPHQWV��1R�FRXUVH�JUDGHV�ZLOO�EH�HQKDQFHG�LI WKH�JUDGH�KDV�EHHQ�HQKDQFHG�SUHYLRXVO\� 
2QO\�RQH�JUDGH�SHU�HOLJLEOH�VHPHVWHU�FRXUVH�ZLOO�EH HQKDQFHG��,I�D�VWXGHQW�WDNHV�D�VHPHVWHU 
FRXUVH�PRUH�WKDQ�RQFH��RQO\�WKH�KLJKHU�RI�WKH�JUDGHV will be enhanced.  Only courses taken 
with�D '986'�VFKRRO�RU�SURJUDP�DUH�HOLJLEOH��

3OHDVH�YLVLW XUO�GYXVG�RUJ�*UDGH(QKDQFHPHQW IRU�DGGLWLRQDO LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�XSGDWHV.

Grade Improvement

Students who want to improve their grades in English Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, 
Social Students, or World Language core courses may repeat the same course through an 
approved DVUSD course.  The original grade will remain on the transcript.  The higher grade 
will become the grade of record upon request. Credit will be given for one course, not both. The 
student's school counselor must approve the DVUSD Duplicate Course/GPA Acknowledgment 
form prior to the student repeating the course for grade improvement. Students who request 
grade improvement for courses that DVUSD does not offer may take a  community college 
course approved by the student's school counselor prior to the start of the course. 

Credit Recovery

Students who fail a core class must retake the class to receive credit. When the course is 
retaken, the transcript will reflect the original and repeated course grade and both will be 
factored into the GPA.  Upon request, the improved course grade will be the grade of record 
and will be factored into the GPA.  Prior approval by the school counselor is required before 
taking credit recovery courses. 
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*UDGLQJ 6SHFLDO�3RSXODWLRQV�RI�6WXGHQWV

6WXGHQWV�ZLWK�DQ�,QGLYLGXDOL]HG�(GXFDWLRQ�3ODQ��,(3�
6WXGHQWV�ZLWK�DQ�,(3�UHFHLYH�JUDGHV�EDVHG�RQ�JUDGH OHYHO�VWDQGDUGV��+RZHYHU��VWXGHQWV�WKDW  
DUH�HOLJLEOH�WR�WDNH�WKH�DOWHUQDWLYH�VWDWH�DVVHVVPHQW VKRXOG�UHFHLYH�JUDGHV�EDVHG�XSRQ  
GLVWULFW�DGRSWHG�PRGLILHG�FXUULFXOXP�WKDW�LV�DOLJQHG ZLWK�JUDGH�OHYHO�VWDQGDUGV��7KH�WHDFKHU�RI  
UHFRUG�IRU�D�VWXGHQW�ZLWK�DQ�,(3�LV�WKH�WHDFKHU�ZKR LV�KLJKO\�TXDOLILHG�DQG�SURYLGHV�WKH�FRUH  
LQVWUXFWLRQ�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�JUDGH�OHYHO�DFDGHPLF�VWDQGDUGV� 2QO\�WHDFKHUV�ZKR�DUH�KLJKO\�TXDOLILHG  
PD\�SURYLGH�WKH�JUDGH�IRU�D�VWXGHQW�ZLWK�DQ�,(3��*UDGH UHSRUWLQJ�IRU�VWXGHQWV�ZLWK�DQ�,(3�RU����  
SODQ�PXVW�EH�LVVXHG�DW�WKH�VDPH�IUHTXHQF\�DV�JHQHUDO HGXFDWLRQ�VWXGHQWV�

(QJOLVK�/HDUQHUV��(/�
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�IHGHUDO�(TXDO�(GXFDWLRQDO�2SSRUWXQLWLHV $FW��((2$���VWDWHV�DUH�UHTXLUHG�WR  
HQVXUH�WKDW�DOO�VWXGHQWV��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�QDWLYH�ODQJXDJH� KDYH�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU��HTXDO  
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��LQ�SXEOLF�HGXFDWLRQ��(TXDO�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ HQVXUHV�WKDW�(/V�LQ�JHQHUDO�HGXFDWLRQ 
courses receive scaffolded language and content support as is appropriate in order to 
participate in high levels of learning. 

EL students should only receive a failing grade for the course if the contributing factor for failing 
the course is unrelated to second language acquisition.  All coursework must be scaffolded for 
the proficiency level of the EL student and accepted for full credit.  If the coursework is not 
scaffolded, Teacher EL Specialists will be unable to determine if the student is failing due to 
language acquisition or lack of content knowledge. 

.(/�6WXGHQWV�LQ�WKH�*HQHUDO�(GXFDWLRQ�&ODVVURRP

The teacher of record for a student with a language need will issue content area grades based 
upon scaffolded content at the student's English Language Proficiency (ELP) Level.  ELP 
Standards and the student's Performance Indicators (PI) will be embedded in the content 
curriculum to provide integrated instruction.  It is the responsibility of the teacher of record to 
ensure EL students learn content through the use of English language acquisition strategies and 
instruction.  It is recommended that teacher responsible for instructing ELs work in consultation 
with the Teacher EL Specialist on the student's campus when scaffolding assignments and 
assigning grades to English Learners. 



Pre-Emergent/ Emergent (PE/E) VWXGHQWV��DV�LGHQWLILHG WKURXJK�WKH�$=(//$�3ODFHPHQW�WHVW� 
QHZ�WR�WKH�FRXQWU\�DQG�RU�ILUVW�IXOO�DFDGHPLF�\HDU LQ�DQ�(/�SURJUDP�DUH�JUDGHG�RQ�FRXUVH 
FRQWHQW�HVVHQWLDO�VWDQGDUGV�RQO\��7KLV�ZLOO�DOORZ IRU�PRUH�WLPH�VSHQW�EXLOGLQJ�(QJOLVK�ODQJXDJH 
VNLOOV�WKURXJK�JUDGH�OHYHO�FRQWHQW��(VVHQWLDO�FRQWHQW VWDQGDUGV�DUH�WKRVH�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ 
LGHQWLILHG�E\�3/&V�DV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�PDVWHU�LQ�RUGHU WR�EH�SUHSDUHG�IRU�WKH�QH[W�JUDGH�RU�FRQWHQW 
OHYHO��1RQHVVHQWLDO�VWDQGDUGV�ZLOO�EH�VHW�DVLGH�XQWLO WKH�VWXGHQW�KDV�HQRXJK�DFDGHPLF�ODQJXDJH 
WR�DFFHVV�JUDGH�OHYHO�WH[W�ZLWK substantial VXSSRUW�7KLV PHDQV�WKDW�VWXGHQWV�ZLOO�KDYH�PRUH�WLPH 
WR�ZRUN�RQ�DVVLJQPHQWV�WKDW�DGGUHVV�HVVHQWLDO�VWDQGDUGV DQG�DUH�H[HPSW�IURP�DVVLJQPHQWV�
WKDW DGGUHVV�QRQHVVHQWLDO�VWDQGDUGV��7KH�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ RI�ZKHQ�WR�LQFOXGH�QRQHVVHQWLDO�
VWDQGDUGV LQ�WKH�VWXGHQW¶V�JUDGH�ZLOO�EH�PDGH�WKURXJK�WKH�7HDFKHU (/�6SHFLDOLVW��(/'�
FODVVURRP�WHDFKHU DVVLJQHG�WR�WKH�FDPSXV�XVLQJ�D�WUDQVLWLRQ�UXEULF� If scaffolds are not used 
and documented, students cannot fail the course.

Basic (B) VWXGHQWV�DV�LGHQWLILHG�E\�WKH�$=(//$�SODFHPHQW RU�UHDVVHVVPHQW�DUH�KHOG 
DFFRXQWDEOH�IRU�HVVHQWLDO�FRQWHQW�VWDQGDUGV�ZLWK�GRFXPHQWHG VFDIIROGV��(VVHQWLDO�FRQWHQW 
VWDQGDUGV�DUH�WKRVH�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�LGHQWLILHG�E\�3/&V DV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�PDVWHU�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EH 
SUHSDUHG�IRU�WKH�QH[W�JUDGH�RU�FRQWHQW�OHYHO��1RQHVVHQWLDO VWDQGDUGV�FDQ�EH�VHW�DVLGH�XQWLO�WKH 
VWXGHQW�KDV�HQRXJK�DFDGHPLF�ODQJXDJH�WR�DFFHVV�JUDGH OHYHO�WH[W�ZLWK moderate VXSSRUW��7KLV 
PHDQV�WKDW�VWXGHQWV�ZLOO�KDYH�PRUH�WLPH�WR�ZRUN�RQ DVVLJQPHQWV�WKDW�DGGUHVV�HVVHQWLDO 
VWDQGDUGV�DQG�DUH�H[HPSW�IURP�DVVLJQPHQWV�WKDW�DGGUHVV QRQHVVHQWLDO�VWDQGDUGV��7KLV 
GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�PDGH�WKURXJK�WKH�7HDFKHU�(/ 6SHFLDOLVW�DVVLJQHG�WR�WKH�FDPSXV�XVLQJ�WKH 
transition rubric.  If scaffolds are not used and documented, students cannot fail the 
course. 

Low/High Intermediate (LI/HI) as identified by the AZELLA placement or reassessment will be 
held accountable for essential content standards with documented scaffolds. Essential content 
standards are those that have been identified by PLC's as necessary to master in order to be 
prepared for the next grade or content level.  Nonessential standards can be set aside until the 
student has enough academic language to access grade level test with light support. However, 
students at the intermediate level should be able to access 90% of grade level course work.  If 
accommodations are not used and documented, students cannot fail the course.

Monitor Students - Students who have scored proficient on AZELLA and exited the EL 
program in the last four academic years (as indicated as 1, 2, 3, 4 in PowerSchool) may 
continue to received scaffolds as needed.  Grades can be a reflection of scaffolded 
assignments if needed.  
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International Baccalaureate Middle Year Program (MYP) Courses 

IB MYP courses must use the 1-8 Levels of Achievement scale to assess each criterion and be 
clearly reported to students and parents (Canvas rubrics, PowerSchool notes, hard copy 
rubrics). All four criteria must be assessed using the rubrics from the MYP course subject guides. 
It is inappropriate to use homework or formative work or a single piece of work for assessing the 
criterion. Each strand of each criteria should be assessed at least twice during the school year.

Teachers of MYP courses must set up their gradebooks with categories for each criterion.  The 
Criterion categories will not count toward the overall course grade. Teachers will score each 
assignment using the MYP Criterion 1-8 Levels of Achievement scale and tag and score the 
standards measured using the 4-1 standards proficiency scale.  Teachers will evaluate the 
evidence for all criterion and enter an overall grade at least every 2 weeks ("snapshot" grade).  
The overall grade will be linked to the "Assessment" category and will be the only grade in the 
"Assessment" category. Teachers can use the following conversion table below to determine the 
appropriate "snapshot" grade. Teachers will not use the "Coursework" category.

International Baccalaureate Diploma Program

IB Diploma courses must use the IB assessment rubrics found in the course subject guides 
(see the subject area syllabus for details). The scores are then converted to the A-F grade 
scale and posted in PowerSchool. Grades in any IB Diploma course should never use 
averaging to determine summative or end-of-course grades. Please see the subject area 
syllabus for additional information about IB course requirements.



Challenging a Grade: Affects High School Credit 
$�SDUHQW�RU�VWXGHQW�ZKR�FKDOOHQJHV�D�JUDGH�WKDW�DIIHFWV KLJK�VFKRRO�FUHGLW�EHJLQV�DW�WKH�VFKRRO  
OHYHO�ZLWK�GLVFXVVLRQV�ZLWK�WKH�WHDFKHU��IROORZHG E\�WKH�VFKRRO�DGPLQLVWUDWRU��,I�WKH�VFKRRO  
DGPLQLVWUDWRU�GHWHUPLQHV�WKDW�WKH�JUDGH�HDUQHG�DFFXUDWHO\ UHIOHFWV�WKH�VWXGHQW¶V�OHDUQLQJ�DQG  
XSKROGV�WKH�WHDFKHU¶V�JUDGLQJ�SUDFWLFHV��WKHQ�WKH ILQDO�JUDGH�ZLOO�UHPDLQ��+RZHYHU��LI�WKH�SDUHQW  
FKRRVHV�WR�DSSHDO�WKH�VFKRRO�DGPLQLVWUDWRU¶V�GHFLVLRQ� WKHQ�WKH�SDUHQW�PXVW�VXEPLW�D�³3XEOLF  
&RQFHUQV�DQG�&RPSODLQWV�$SSHDO´�IRUP�WR�WKH�6XSHULQWHQGHQW¶V RIILFH�ZLWKLQ�ILYH�GD\V�RI�WKH  
PHHWLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�VFKRRO�DGPLQLVWUDWRU��7KH�*RYHUQLQJ %RDUG�ZLOO�RQO\�FRQVLGHU�DSSHDOV�ZKHUH  
WKH�JUDGH�DIIHFWV�WKH�VWXGHQW�HDUQLQJ�KLJK�VFKRRO FUHGLW�

Administrators: see “Challenging A Grade” AMG for�process map.
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Challenging a Grade: Does Not Affect High School Credit 
$�SDUHQW�RU�VWXGHQW�ZKR�FKDOOHQJHV�D�JUDGH�WKDW�GRHV QRW�DIIHFW�KLJK�VFKRRO�FUHGLW��VXFK�DV�DQ 
LQGLYLGXDO�DVVLJQPHQW��SURMHFW��TXL]�RU�WHVW�JUDGH� EHJLQV�DW�WKH�VFKRRO�OHYHO�ZLWK�GLVFXVVLRQV 
ZLWK�WKH�WHDFKHU��IROORZHG�E\�WKH�VFKRRO�DGPLQLVWUDWRU� ,I�WKH�VFKRRO�DGPLQLVWUDWRU�GHWHUPLQHV 
WKDW�WKH�JUDGH�HDUQHG�DFFXUDWHO\�UHIOHFWV�WKH�VWXGHQW¶V OHDUQLQJ�DQG�XSKROGV�WKH�GLVWULFW¶V�JUDGLQJ 
SUDFWLFHV��WKHQ�WKH�ILQDO�JUDGH�ZLOO�UHPDLQ��7KH�VFKRRO DGPLQLVWUDWRU¶V�GHFLVLRQ�LV�QRW�DSSHDODEOH 
DQG�FDQQRW�PRYH�EH\RQG�WKH�FDPSXV�OHYHO�

5HTXLUHG�IRUPDWLYH�DQG�VXPPDWLYH�DVVHVVPHQWV�VKRZLQJ PDVWHU\�RU�ODFN�RI 
PDVWHU\�RI�$UL]RQD�6WDWH�6WDQGDUGV�UHODWHG�WR�WKH FRXUVH 
'LVWULFW�DVVHVVPHQW�UHVXOWV
6WDWH�DVVHVVPHQW�UHVXOWV

&RXUVH�V\OODEXVż
ż

ż

ż

ż

Grade Appeal

Under the direction of their school principal or program director, teachers will determine grades 
for their students. Teachers have the right and responsibility to determine grades based upon 
each student's performance on assignments and assessments designed to measure 
standards aligned to the course.  Grading methods must be communicated to everyone in the 
class and applied to students equally. Students or their parent/guardians who feel a grade is 
improper or calculated incorrectly may follow the steps outlined below to contest the grade.  
The student or their parent/guardian should provide evidence to support their position.  
Evidence can include:



REPORTING
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Reporting

3RZHU6FKRRO�$FFHVV���6WXGHQWV�DQG�3DUHQWV�*XDUGLDQV
'986'�SURYLGHV�3RZHU6FKRRO�DV�D�WRRO�IRU�VWXGHQWV�DQG�SDUHQWV�WR�YLHZ�VWXGHQW�SURJUHVV��7KLV� 
FRPSXWHU�V\VWHP�DOORZV�SDUHQWV�WR�YLHZ�VWXGHQWV¶�FXUUHQW�JUDGHV�DQG�DWWHQGDQFH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DW� 
DQ\�WLPH�XVLQJ�WKH�,QWHUQHW��6WXGHQWV�ZLOO�UHFHLYH�LQGLYLGXDOL]HG�ORJ�LQV��3DUHQWV�RU�VWXGHQWV�FDQ� 
FUHDWH�WKHLU�SDUHQW�RU�VWXGHQW�XVHU�DFFRXQW�V��E\�FOLFNLQJ��&UHDWH�$FFRXQW�%XWWRQ�´�DQG�XVLQJ�WKH� 
LQIRUPDWLRQ�SURYLGHG�E\�WKH�VWXGHQW¶V�VFKRRO�WR�DFFHVV�WKH�VWXGHQW¶V�LQIRUPDWLRQ��,W�LV� 
UHFRPPHQGHG�WKDW�SDUHQWV�DOVR�REWDLQ�WKHLU�RZQ�3RZHU6FKRRO�DFFHVV�,'�DQG�SDVVZRUG�IRU� 
DFFHVVLQJ�WKHLU�VWXGHQW¶V�FXUUHQW�JUDGHV�DQG�DWWHQGDQFH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��3DUHQW�DFFRXQWV�KDYH�WKH� 
RSWLRQ�WR�HGLW�WKH�VHWWLQJV�LQ�3RZHU6FKRRO�WR�UHFHLYH�JUDGH�XSGDWHV�YLD�HPDLO�

8VLQJ�3RZHU6FKRRO��VWXGHQWV�DQG�SDUHQWV�DUH�DEOH�WR�PRQLWRU�SURJUHVV�RQ�KRPHZRUN��WHVWV��DQG� 
RWKHU�DVVLJQPHQWV��7HDFKHU�QRWHV�RU�FRPPHQWV�DERXW�DQ�DVVLJQPHQW�RU�D�JUDGH�PD\�DOVR�EH� 
ORFDWHG�LQ�3RZHU6FKRRO�

Direct parents with TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�3RZHU6FKRRO�SDUHQW�DFFHVV to WKH�VFKRRO¶V�IURQW�office. 
7R�DFFHVV�3RZHU6FKRRO��YLVLW�WKH�ZHE�VLWH��KWWS���SV�GYXVG�RUJ��

7LPHO\�5HSRUWLQJ�RI�*UDGHV
At least one meaningful grade will be entered into the gradebook each week. A meaningful grade 
is grade for student work that provides the teacher with data to determine a student's level of 
learning on a standard or progression of a standard.  The grade recorded can be for an 
assignment or assessment with at least one standard tagged to it and with the standard scored. 
The assignment or assessment can be part of the "Assessment" category or the "In-Process 
Learning" category. If it is part of the "In-Process Learning" category, when selecting the 
standard(s) in the gradebook, the teacher must uncheck the "Count in Grades" column.  

5HSRUW�&DUGV

$W�WKH�KLJK�VFKRRO�OHYHO��KDUG�FRS\�UHSRUW�FDUGV�DUH�QRW�GLVWULEXWHG��,QVWHDG��ILQDO�JUDGHV�IRU�HDFK� 
VHPHVWHU�ZLOO�EH�SRVWHG�DQG�DYDLODEOH�WR�VWXGHQWV�DQG�SDUHQWV�RQ�3RZHU6FKRRO��3DUHQWV�DQG� 
VWXGHQWV�DUH�HQFRXUDJHG�WR�SULQW�RXW�WKH�ILQDO�VHPHVWHU�JUDGH�UHSRUWV�IRU�WKH�VWXGHQW¶V�UHFRUGV�

3DUHQWV�DQG�VWXGHQWV�XQDEOH�WR�SULQW�RXW�WKH�JUDGH�UHSRUWV�DUH�ZHOFRPH�WR�UHTXHVW�D�FRS\�IURP� 
WKH�VFKRRO�

Transcript Translation

If a student submits transcripts that are not in English, the school or district may attempt to 
translate the documents, however, if they are not able to perform the translation, the student’s 
parents/guardians must have the transcripts translated by a certified translator.  Here is a 
suggested list of document translation service agencies: url.dvusd.org/DocumentTranslation



7UDQVFULSWV

+RZ�WR�5HTXHVW�7UDQVFULSWV
TKH DHHU 9DOOH\ UQLĆHG SFKRRO DLVWULFW KDV SDUWQHUHG ZLWK PDUFKPHQW DV DQ RSWLRQDO WUDQVFULSW VHUYLFH. 
PDUFKPHQW LV D VHOI-FRQWDLQHG WUDQVFULSW VHUYLFH; LW LV VHFXUH DQG RSHQ 24/7. TUDQVFULSWV ZLOO EH VHQW 
GLUHFWO\ WR WKH DGPLVVLRQV RIĆFH RU WR WKH ORFDWLRQ RI \RXU FKRLFH IRU D QRPLQDO IHH.

SWXGHQWV ZKR JUDGXDWHG IURP 1983 Wo Whe cXUUenW Vchool \eaU, PXVW RUGHU WUDQVFULSWV WKURXJK
PDUFKPHQW.FRP. PDUFKPHQW.FRP FDQ EH IRXQG RQ WKH DHHU 9DOOH\ UQLĆHG SFKRRO DLVWULFW (D9USD)
ZHEVLWH DQG RQ DOO RXU KLJK VFKRRO ZHEVLWHV. TR UHJLVWHU \RXU DFFRXQW, FOLFN KHUH: ZZZ.SDUFKPHQW.FRP.
D9USD DOVR KDV RWKHU UHVRXUFHV OLVWHG EHORZ IRU FRQYHQLHQFH.

Video: ReqXeVWing YoXU TUanVcUipW on PaUchmenW.com (KWWSV://\RXWX.EH/]S52ANNO3]Z)

Video: RegiVWeUing foU a PaUchmenW AccoXnW UVing an Email Link oU RegiVWUaWion Code
(KWWSV://ZZZ.\RXWXEH.FRP/ZDWFK?Y=UO90QT]8=OM&IHDWXUH=HPEBUHOBSDXVH)

FoU cXUUenW VWXdenWV onl\: &XUUHQW�VWXGHQWV�FDQ�UHTXHVW D�WUDQVFULSW�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV�GLUHFWO\�IURP
WKHLU�VFKRRO� SRPH VWXGHQWV PD\ TXDOLI\ IRU D IHH ZDLYHU. SWXGHQWV ZKR TXDOLI\ IRU FUHH & RHGXFHG

LXQFK PD\ UHFHLYH D IHH ZDLYHU WR SURFHVV \RXU WUDQVFULSW UHTXHVW. POHDVH FRQWDFW \RXU KLJK VFKRRO
RHJLVWUDU IRU PRUH LQIRUPDWLRQ.

SKRXOG \RX KDYH DGGLWLRQDO TXHVWLRQV UHJDUGLQJ WKHVH SURFHVVHV, SOHDVH FRQWDFW \RXU KLJK VFKRRO 
CRXQVHOLQJ GHSDUWPHQW, MRQGD\-FULGD\ 7:00 D.P. WR 3:00 S.P. (AOO GLVWULFW DQG VFKRRO RIĆFHV DUH FORVHG 
RQ FULGD\V GXULQJ WKH VXPPHU.)

*UDGH�3RLQW�$YHUDJHV��*3$�
$�VWXGHQW¶V�*UDGH�3RLQW�$YHUDJH�LV�GHWHUPLQHG�E\�WRWDOLQJ� WKH�QXPEHU�RI�SRLQWV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK� 
HDFK�JUDGH�HDUQHG�LQ�D�FRXUVH�DQG�GLYLGLQJ�LW�E\�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�FRXUVHV�WDNHQ�7KH�FXPXODWLYH� 
ZeighWed�*3$�WDNHV�LQWR�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�WKH�FRXUVH�GLIILFXOW\�DQG�LV�RSHUDWHG�RQ�D����.0�VFDOH�� 
&RXUVHV�WKDW�ZRXOG�IDFWRU�LQWR�D�ZHLJKWHG�*3$�DUH�KRQRUV��$3��DQG�,%�FRXUVHV�

7KH�FXPXODWLYH�XnZeighWed�*3$�GRHV�QRW�SURYLGH�DQ�DGGLWLRQDO�SRLQW�IRU�KRQRUV��$3�RU�,%� 
FRXUVHV�DQG�RSHUDWHV�RQ�D����.0�VFDOH��,W�VKRXOG�EH�QRWHG�WKDW�PRVW�XQLYHUVLWLHV�UHFDOFXODWH� 
LQGLYLGXDO�*3$V�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�FRUH�DFDGHPLF�VXEMHFWV�LQFOXGLQJ�IRUHLJQ�ODQJXDJHV��WR� 
GHWHUPLQH�DGPLVVLRQV�DQG�PHULW�EDVHG�VFKRODUVKLSV�

&RXUVHV�VXFK�DV�Student Aides��PHHUFacilitator��HWF��DUH�JLYHQ�3DVV�)DLO�IRU�JUDGHV���3DVV� 
JUDGHV�ZLOO�QRW�EH�FDOFXODWHG�LQ�WKH�*3$��ZKHUH�IDLOHG�FRXUVHV�ZLOO�QHJDWLYHO\�LPSDFW�WKH�*3$�
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GPA Conversion Scale
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/HWWHU�*UDGH 1RQ�+RQRUV�$3�,%
*3$�3RLQW

+RQRUV�$3�,%�*3$
3RLQW

$ ��� ���

% ��� ���

& ��� ���

'  1.0  1.0

) � �

/HWWHU�*UDGH 1RQ�+RQRUV�$3�,%
*3$�3RLQW

+RQRUV�$3�,%�*3$
3RLQW

$ ��� ���

% ��� ���

& ��� ���

'

) � �

)UHVKPDQ 6RSKRPRUH -XQLRU 6HQLRU
(QJ�/DQJXDJH�$UWV (QJ��/DQJXDJH�$UWV (QJ��/DQJXDJH $UWV (QJ��/DQJXDJH�$UWV
0DWK
6FLHQFH

0DWK
6FLHQFH
6RFLDO�6WXGLHV

0DWK
6FLHQFH
6RFLDO�6WXGLHV

0DWK
6FLHQFH
6RFLDO�6WXGLHV

,I�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�FODVV�LV�WDNHQ�LQ�WKH�VDPH�GHVLJQDWHG VXEMHFW�DUHD�GXULQJ�WKH�VDPH�VHPHVWHU� 
WKH�FODVV�ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�JUDGH�ZLOO�EH�XVHG��,I WKH�JUDGHV�DUH�WKH�VDPH��WKH�PRVW�DGYDQFHG 
OHYHO�FODVV�ZLOO�EH�XVHG��4XDOLI\LQJ�FODVVHV�IURP WKH�GHVLJQDWHG�VXEMHFW�DUHDV�ZLOO�LQFOXGH 
QRQ�HOHFWLYH�FRXUVHV�WKDW�PHHW�WKH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�IRU JUDGXDWLRQ��6WXGHQWV�ZKR�GR�QRW�WDNH�DOO 
ILIWHHQ�FRUH�FRXUVHV�OLVWHG�DERYH�ZLOO�EH�QHJDWLYHO\ LPSDFWHG�LQ�FODVV�UDQNLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�PLVVLQJ 
FRXUVH�FDOFXODWLQJ�DV�D���IRU�FODVV�UDQNLQJ�SXUSRVHV�

2QO\�WKH�GHVLJQDWHG�FODVVHV�WDNHQ�GXULQJ�D�VWXGHQW¶V IUHVKPDQ�WKURXJK�VHQLRU�\HDUV�DQG 
DSSURYHG�high school Fourses�WDNHQ�LQ��WK�DQG��WK�JUDGHV�ZLOO EH�XVHG�IRU�FODVV�UDQNLQJ�

7KLV�SURFHGXUH�DSSOLHV�WR�FODVV�UDQNLQJ�RQO\��QRW WR�LQGLYLGXDO�*3$��7KH�LQGLYLGXDO�*3$�ZLOO 
FRQWLQXH�WR�LQFOXGH�DOO�FODVVHV�RQ�D�VWXGHQW¶V�WUDQVFULSW�

&ODVV�5DQNLQJ
6WXGHQWV�DUH�UDQNHG�among the other students in their school and in the same cohort 
DW�WKH�FRPSOHWLRQ�RI�WKH�)DOO DQG�6SULQJ�VHPHVWHUV��7KH�ZHLJKWHG�JUDGH point scale will be 
XVHG�IRU�FODVV�UDQNLQJ��VHH�*UDGH 3RLQW�$YHUDJH�VHFWLRQ�DERYH�� ,W�VKRXOG�EH noted that 
XQLYHUVLWLHV�UHFDOFXODWH�LQGLYLGXDO�*3$�

7KH�IROORZLQJ�GHVLJQDWHG�FRXUVHV�ZLOO�EH�XVHG�ZKHQ FDOFXODWLQJ�WKH�KLJK�VFKRRO�FODVV�UDQNLQJ 
OLVW�



GRADUATION
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Graduation

*UDGXDWLRQ�5HTXLUHPHQWV
(QJOLVK�/DQJXDJH�$UWV ����FUHGLWV
0DWKHPDWLFV
 ����FUHGLWV
/DE�6FLHQFHV

��ZKLFK�PHHW�WKH��� ����FUHGLWV

HVVHQWLDO�KLJK�VFKRRO�VWDQGDUGV��
RQH�RI�ZKLFK�PXVW�EH�%LRORJ\




:RUOG�+LVWRU\�*HRJUDSK\ ����FUHGLW
$PHULFDQ�+LVWRU\��LQFOXGLQJ�$=�+LVWRU\� ����FUHGLW
$PHULFDQ�*RYHUQPHQW��LQFOXGLQJ�FLYLFV ����FUHGLW

DQG�$]�*RYHUQPHQW�
(FRQRPLFV�



 ����FUHGLW
3K\VLFDO�(GXFDWLRQ ����FUHGLW
+HDOWK ����FUHGLW
&DUHHU�	�7HFKQLFDO�(GXFDWLRQ��&7(��RU ����FUHGLW

)LQH�$UWV
(OHFWLYH�&RXUVHV ����FUHGLWV

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

TOTAL 22.0 credits


'HVLJQDWHG�&7(�FRXUVHV�PD\�EH�VXEVWLWXWHG�IRU�D��WK�\HDU�PDWK�FRXUVH�FUHGLW�WRZDUG�JUDGXDWLRQ 
EXW�PD\�QRW�PHHW�XQLYHUVLW\�DGPLVVLRQ�UHTXLUHPHQWV�



�,Q�$UL]RQD��VWXGHQWV�DUH�UHTXLUHG�WR�WDNH���FUHGLWV�RI�KLJK�VFKRRO�VFLHQFH�WR�PHHW�JUDGXDWLRQ� 
UHTXLUHPHQWV��EXW�WKHUH�LV�QR�PDQGDWRU\�FRXUVH�VHTXHQFH�DFURVV�WKH�VWDWH��%HFDXVH�RI�WKLV��WKH� 
KLJK�VFKRRO�VWDQGDUGV�DUH�ZULWWHQ�DW�WZR�OHYHOV��HVVHQWLDO�DQG�SOXV��$OO�KLJK�VFKRRO�HVVHQWLDO� 
VWDQGDUGV�VKRXOG�EH�OHDUQHG�E\�HYHU\�KLJK�VFKRRO�VWXGHQW�UHJDUGOHVV�RI�WKH���FUHGLW�FRXUVH� 
VHTXHQFH�WKH\�WDNH��7KH�IXOO�VHW�RI�KLJK�VFKRRO�HVVHQWLDO�VWDQGDUGV�VKRXOG�EH�WDXJKW�RYHU�WKDW� 
��\HDU�SHULRG��(VVHQWLDO�+LJK�6FKRRO�6FLHQFH�6WDQGDUGV�DUH�GHVLJQHG�WR�SURYLGH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU 
VWXGHQWV�WR�GHYHORS�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�DOO����FRUH�LGHDV�DFURVV�WKUHH�FUHGLWV�RI�KLJK�VFKRRO 
VFLHQFH��,Q�'HHU�9DOOH\��HDFK�FRXUVH�RIIHUHG�FRYHUV�D�VSHFLILF�VHW�RI�HVVHQWLDO�VWDQGDUGV� 
7KUHH�\HDU�FRXUVH�SDWKZD\V�KDYH�EHHQ�HVWDEOLVKHG�WKDW�HQVXUH�VWXGHQWV�UHFHLYH�LQVWUXFWLRQ�LQ�DOO 
RI�WKH�HVVHQWLDO�VWDQGDUGV�6HH�WKH�'986'�$FDGHPLF�3ODQQLQJ�*XLGH��6FLHQFH�VHFWLRQ��IRU�PRUH 
LQIRUPDWLRQ��KWWSV���ZZZ�GYXVG�RUJ�'RPDLQ�������




%LRORJ\ or %LRORJ\�+�PHHWV�%LRORJ\�UHTXLUHPHQW




*�)UHH�(QWHUSULVH�ZLWK�$VSLUH�'HHU�9DOOH\�2QOLQH�$FDGHP\�RU���\HDUV�RI�0DUNHWLQJ�PD\�EH� 
VXEVWLWXWHG�IRU�(FRQRPLFV�

Graduating students must pass the required state of Arizona Civics Test with a 
70% or higher (ARS 15-701.01).  This will be denoted on the transcript as "Met 
Requirement" or "Not Met Requirement."
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Civics Assessment

In 2015, the Arizona legislature passed the American Civics Act (House Bill 2064). This bill 
requires students to pass a civics test based on the United States Immigration and 
Naturalization civics questions. Beginning in the 2022-2023 school year, students are 
required to score 70% or higher in order to graduate from high school or obtain a high school 
equivalency certificate. The test will be available to DVUSD students beginning in the 8th grade 
through 12th grade. Once the student achieves a passing score, the student will not be required 
to test again. Students may retake the test as many times as necessary to pass. 

Students receiving special education services are exempt from obtaining a passing score unless 
required by an IEP. Students who are exempt from the requirement to pass the Civics 
assessment will be marked as "met requirement" on the transcript.

CPR Requirement Policy
Students are required to participate in one or more training sessions in cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation through the use of hands-on exercises prior to graduation (ARS 15-718.01). 
DVUSD provides training sessions through the high school Health course which is a course 
required to meet DVUSD graduation requirements. 

Early Graduates
Students planning to graduate early must file a request for early graduation at the beginning of 
the student’s last year of attendance.  Early graduation requires administrative and parental 
approval unless the student is 18 years of age and has completed the Student Acceptance of 
Responsibility (SAOR) paperwork. Diplomas will be awarded at the yearly commencement.  All 
final exams must be completed by the end of senior final exam day.

Early graduation candidates must meet all requirements and early graduation must be deemed 
appropriate for the student’s continued education. Early graduation guidelines include:

• All graduates must complete an early graduation request form. The early graduation form
must include signatures from counselor, administration, parent and student.

• An early graduation plan with a course outline must be included.

• Continuation of the post-secondary education plan should be included.
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Late Graduates
Senior students who do not complete all required graduation requirements by the date of the 
graduation ceremony will not be allowed to participate in the ceremony.  The student my still 
earn a diploma with the cohort year if the student completes the credits needed to meet 
graduation requirements prior to September 1st of the same calendar year.



Graduation Ceremony
All high schools plan and conduct a ceremony each year to recognize students who graduate 
from high school. Students must have met all graduation requirements set forth by the DVUSD 
Governing Board and the State of Arizona for that graduation year to be eligible to participate 
in the graduation ceremony. No other students may be allowed to participate in the graduation 
ceremony. Foreign exchange students/foreign students may not participate in the ceremony 
unless they have met the state and district graduation requirements.

Participating in the graduation ceremony is a privilege. Any off-campus suspension during
the senior year excludes the student from participating in the graduation ceremony.

For medically fragile students, students or parents/guardians must notify the district as
early as possible if graduation credits are a concern. District personnel will work with the 
campus administration, counselors, and teachers to create an action plan.

Student and faculty dress for the graduation ceremony shall comply with the following:

● Graduates will wear school approved cap, tassel, medallion and gown without
alterations or additional decoration.

● School administration may approve graduates to wear additional regalia that meet
the following criteria:

○ Awarded by an organization with academic association affiliated with a
DVUSD high school

○ Awarded by an organization associated with a national honor society which
has a minimum GPA requirement or some other academic criteria

○ Stole provided by the school for the senior officers of the student
government body of the school designating the student’s position of office

○ Medallion provided by the school for the students in top 1% of the
graduating class

○ Provided by a United States military branch
○ Eagle feather or plume if the student is a member or eligible to be a member

of a federally recognized Indian tribe
NR RWheU Uegalia ma\ be ZRUn RYeU Whe gUadXaWiRn gRZnV.

● All faculty participating in the graduation ceremony will wear a school-approved
black gown. Faculty may wear a hood representing any earned college degree but
may not wear any other decor such as cords or stoles.
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Academic Recognitions

Associate of Arts Degree
Deer Valley High School, Boulder Creek High School, and Sandra Day O'Connor High School 
provide the opportunity for students to earn enough credits while in high school to receive an  
Associate of Arts (AA) degree from Rio Salado Community College. An AA degree requires 60  
credits, which includes the 35-38 credits required for the AGEC. Students can choose from many 
different dual enrollment classes offered at DVHS, BCHS, and SOHS as well as concurrent 
enrollment offerings through Rio Salado Community College to meet the AA requirements.

Certificate of Academic Distinction
Offered at Boulder Creek High School, the Certificate of Academic Distinction provides students 
with the opportunity to showcase the student’s academic excellence and dedication. The  
certification is awarded upon graduation with the student’s diploma and serves as an indication  
of the student’s academic excellence and college preparatory course load throughout the  
student’s high school career. Students begin college preparatory coursework in the student’s  
freshman year and continue through advanced placement and dual enrollment coursework in  
the student’s senior year. This program also contains an independent interdisciplinary senior  
thesis project.

Certificate of Advanced Academics
The Certificate of Advanced Academics provides Sandra Day O’Connor High School students  
with the opportunity to showcase the student’s academic excellence and dedication. The  
certificate will supplement the student’s diploma and serve as an indication of the student’s  
rigorous coursework above and beyond the district requirements. It allows students to showcase 
college readiness and elevate themselves above Arizona’s standard high school graduates. 
This distinction celebrates the student’s academic talents and commitment to  excellence.

Certificate of Global Studies
The Certificate of Global Studies provides students with the opportunity to showcase the  
student’s academic interests in globalization and world cultures. Offered at Boulder  
Creek High School, the certification is awarded upon graduation with the student’s diploma and 
serves as an indication of the student’s application of college and career readiness skills in a  
globally interdependent economy. Students receiving the certificate will demonstrate the ability  
to communicate in another language and an understanding of interconnected societies and  
cultures. Students begin global studies in the student’s freshman year with a culminating senior 
year portfolio.

49



CTE Honor Cords
Senior students completing all sequential courses in a CTE program may earn the CTE Honor  
Cord, which is ordered and purchased by the DVUSD Manager for CTE. The CTE Honor Cord  
is a designation earned with GPA, CTSO or Partner Program participation/leadership,  
attainment of pass score on ADE technical assessment, along with other factors demonstrating 
college or career readiness and must reach a designated number of points.

The rubric titled “CTE Honor Cord Rubric” (Appendix) is completed by the student and submitted 
to the CTE teacher for the respective CTE program. The completed rubrics for all programs are  
evaluated and held by the CTE Department Coordinator. CTE Honor Cords represent the colors  
designated by branding for the applicable CTE Program’s Career and Technical Student  
Organization  (Examples of CTSOs are DECA, Educators Rising, FBLA, FCCLA, HOSA, Skills  
USA) or Partner Programs (Examples: NAF Academy, Project Lead The Way.

CTE Industry Certification
All CTE programs have opportunities for students to obtain industry certifications, which vary by 
program and change as industry advisors identify necessary changes to ADE. All of the  
certifications have been selected from Arizona’s approved industry certification list for A-F and  
CTED eligibility: https://url.dvusd.org/c8a1d8e6

More information on specific certifications is available on ADE’s Industry Credential Fact Sheets: 
https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=5c4f37be1dcb25109c29cc28

NAFTrak Certified
Boulder Creek High School Academy for Finance, Deer Valley High School Academy for 
Hospitality and Tourism and Mountain Ridge High Academy for Entrepreneurship provide  
opportunities for students to earn the NAFTrak Certification. This rigorous and comprehensive 
assessment system evaluates students on academic proficiency, project execution, and 
internship   performance.

CTE Technical Skills Certificate
The Technical Skills Assessment System is a secure, reliable, online testing application owned  
by the State of Arizona and housed in the Department of Education. Assessments are designed 
for students in the student’s final course (usually year 2) of the Career and Technical state  
identified programs. Students who successfully complete the 60% pass score requirement  
receive an industry-endorsed congratulatory letter and certificate.
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,QWHUQDWLRQDO�%DFFDODXUHDWH�'LSORPD
,QWHUQDWLRQDO�%DFFDODXUHDWH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�%DFFDODXUHDWH��,%��LV�DQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�UHFRJQL]HG� 
FRXUVH�RI�VWXG\��,W�LV�GHVLJQHG�IRU�KLJKO\�PRWLYDWHG�VWXGHQWV�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�D�ULJRURXV�DFDGHPLF� 
SURJUDP��7KLV�SURJUDP�LV�RIIHUHG�DW�%DUU\�*ROGZDWHU�+LJK�6FKRRO��+RZHYHU��VWXGHQWV�IURP�WKH� 
HQWLUH�'HHU�9DOOH\�8QLILHG�6FKRRO�'LVWULFW�PD\�DWWHQG�RQ�RSHQ�HQUROOPHQW�

,%�'LSORPD�5HTXLUHPHQWV�6WXGHQWV�HQUROOHG�LQ�WKH�,%�3URJUDP�PHHW�VWDWH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�IRU� 
JUDGXDWLRQ�E\�FRPSOHWLQJ�WKH�,%�FXUULFXOXP��'XULQJ�WKH�MXQLRU�DQG�VHQLRU�\HDUV��VWXGHQWV�ZLOO� 
WDNH�VL[�,%�H[DPV��WKUHH�DW�D�+LJKHU�/HYHO�DQG�WKUHH�DW�D�6WDQGDUG�/HYHO��2QH�H[DP�ZLOO�EH� 
WDNHQ�IURP�HDFK�RI�WKH�VL[�VXEMHFW�DUHDV�OLVWHG��([DPV�DUH�JUDGHG�IURP���SRLQW�WR���SRLQWV 
�PD[LPXP���6WXGHQWV�PXVW�VFRUH�D�WRWDO�RI����SRLQWV�WR�DFTXLUH�WKH�,%�'LSORPD��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�� 
'LSORPD�FDQGLGDWHV�PXVW�PHHW�WKUHH�RWKHU�UHTXLUHPHQWV�    
-&RPSOHWH�DQ�LQWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\�FRXUVH�FDOOHG�7KHRU\�RI�.QRZOHGJH�
-3UHSDUH�DQ�([WHQGHG�(VVD\�reflecting independent research
-&RPSOHWH�DW�OHDVW�����&$6�KRXUV�(H[WUDFXUULFXODU�DFWLYLWLHV�FDQ�EH�FDWHJRUL]HG�DV�&UHDWLYH��
$FWLRQ��RU�6HUYLFH)�

8QLYHUVLW\�DQG�&ROOHJH�(QWUDQFH�5HTXLUHPHQWV

$UL]RQD�8QLYHUVLW\�5HTXLUHPHQWV
$UL]RQD�XQLYHUVLWLHV�UHTXLUH�WKH�IROORZLQJ�IRU�DGPLVVLRQ�

� +LJK�VFKRRO�GLSORPD
� ��FUHGLWV�RI�KLJK�VFKRRO�(QJOLVK�ODQJXDJH�DUWV
� ��FUHGLWV�RI�KLJK�VFKRRO�PDWK��$OJHEUD������*HRPHWU\� $OJHEUD������DQG�DQ�DGYDQFHG
PDWK�FODVV�IRU�ZKLFK�$OJHEUD�����LV�D�SUHUHTXLVLWH�
� ��FUHGLWV�RI�KLJK�VFKRRO�ODE�VFLHQFH��RQH�\HDU�HDFK IURP�WKUHH�RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ��%LRORJ\�
&KHPLVWU\��(DUWK�6FLHQFH��RU�3K\VLFV��DQ�LQWHJUDWHG VFLHQFH�RU�DQ�DGYDQFHG�VFLHQFH
PD\�EH�VXEVWLWXWHG�IRU�RQH�UHTXLUHG�FRXUVH�
� ��FUHGLWV�RI�KLJK�VFKRRO�VRFLDO�VWXGLHV��LQFOXGLQJ RQH�\HDU�RI�$PHULFDQ�+LVWRU\
� ��FUHGLWV�RI�WKH�VDPH�KLJK�VFKRRO�IRUHLJQ�ODQJXDJH
� ��FUHGLW�RI�KLJK�VFKRRO�ILQH�DUWV�RU�D�FRPELQDWLRQ RI�WZR�VHPHVWHUV�RI�KLJK�VFKRRO�ILQH
DUWV�RU�&DUHHU�DQG�7HFKQLFDO�(GXFDWLRQ��&7(��
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8QLYHUVLW\�7HVWLQJ
,W�LV�UHFRPPHQGHG�WKDW�WKH�VWXGHQWV�WDNH�WKH�6$7�DQG�RU ACT in the spring of their junior year. 
7KH�$&7 with writing ZLOO�EH�JLYHQ�WR�DOO�MXQLRUV�LQ�WKH�VSULQJ�VHPHVWHU�DW�QR�FRVW�WR VWXGHQWV as 
part of the Arizona state achievement tests��,QIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�6$7 
LV�DYDLODEOH�DW�ZZZ�FROOHJHERDUG�RUJ� $GGLWLRQDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�$&7�LV�DYDLODEOH�DW 
ZZZ�DFWVWXGHQW�RUJ��5HJLVWUDWLRQ�DQG LQIRUPDWLRQ�PDWHULDOV�DUH�DOVR�DYDLODEOH�LQ�WKH�FRXQVHOLQJ 
RIILFH�

7KH�36$7�LV�D�SUDFWLFH�WHVW�IRU�WKH�6$7��36$7�LV�WKH TXDOLI\LQJ�WHVW�IRU�1DWLRQDO�0HULW 
6FKRODUVKLS�3URJUDP�WKDW�PXVW�EH�WDNHQ�GXULQJ�WKH MXQLRU�\HDU����WK�JUDGH��WR�EH�HOLJLEOH�IRU�WKH 
1DWLRQDO�0HULW�6FKRODU�3URJUDP��7KH�36$7�LV�JLYHQ LQ�2FWREHU�RI�HDFK�\HDU�

2XW�RI�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLWLHV�DQG�&ROOHJHV
$GPLVVLRQ�UHTXLUHPHQWV�WR�FROOHJHV�DQG�XQLYHUVLWLHV YDU\�JUHDWO\��6WXGHQWV�VKRXOG�FRQVXOW�WKH 
ZHE�SDJH�RU�FDWDORJ�RI�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�RU�FROOHJH�WKH\ DUH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�WR�GHWHUPLQH�WKH�VSHFLILF 
UHTXLUHPHQWV�

$UL]RQD�&RPPXQLW\�&ROOHJH�5HTXLUHPHQWV
$GPLVVLRQ�WR�D�FRPPXQLW\�FROOHJH�LQ�$UL]RQD�PD\�EH�JUDQWHG�WR�DQ\�SHUVRQ�ZKR�PHHWV�DW�OHDVW�
RQH�RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�FULWHULD�

� +LJK�VFKRRO�GLSORmD�RU�&HUWLILFDWH�RI�&RPSOHWLRQ

� *('
� ,V����\HDUV�RI�DJH�RU�ROGHU�DQG�GHPRQVWUDWHG�HYLGHQFH�RI�SRWHQWLDO�VXFFHVV�DW�WKH
FRPPXQLW\�FROOHJH�OHYHO
� ,V�D�WUDQVIHU�VWXGHQW�LQ�JRRG�VWDQGLQJ�IURP�DQRWKHU�FROOHJH�RU�XQLYHUVLW\
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)RUPV�DQG�/HWWHUV
VDULRXV�IRUPV�DQG�OHWWHUV�SHUWDLQLQJ�WR�JUDGLQJ� UHSRUWLQJ��DQG�JUDGXDWLRQ�PDWWHUV, go to 
https://url.dvusd.org/GRAGFormsAndLetters. 

$=�6WDWH�6WDWXWHV
A.R.S. � 15‐701 &RPPRQ�VFKRRO��SURPRWLRQV��UHTXLUHPHQWV� FHUWLILFDWH��VXSHUYLVLRQ�RI�HLJKWK 
JUDGHV�E\�VXSHULQWHQGHQW�RI�KLJK�VFKRRO�GLVWULFW� KLJK�VFKRRO�DGPLVVLRQV��DFDGHPLF�FUHGLW

A.R.S. � 15-718.01 ,QVWUXFWLRQ�RQ�FDUGLRSXOPRQDU\ UHVXVFLWDWLRQ

A.R.S. � 15-763 PODQ IRU SURYLGLQJ VSHFLDO HGXFDWLRQ; GHĆQLWLRQ

A.R.S. � 15-802� 6FKRRO�LQVWUXFWLRQ��H[FHSWLRQV��YLRODWLRQV� FODVVLILFDWLRQ��GHILQLWLRQV

A.R.S. �15-803� 6FKRRO�DWWHQGDQFH��H[HPSWLRQV��GHILQLWLRQV

A.R.S §15-808 Arizona Online Instruction: Reports, Definitions

A.R.S. � 15‐821 $GPLVVLRQ�RI�FKLOGUHQ��5HTXLUHG�$JH

$=�$GPLQLVWUDWLYH�&RGH

Administrative Code R7-2-302 0LQLPXP�&RXUVH�RI�6WXG\ DQG�&RPSHWHQF\�5HTXLUHPHQWV�IRU 
*UDGXDWLRQ�IURP�+LJK�6FKRRO
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DVUSD Governing Board Policies
IIE Student Schedules and Course Loads
IKA Grading/Assessment Systems
IKA-R Grading/Assessment Systems Regulation
IKB Homework
IKFA Early Graduation
IKFB Graduation Exercises
IKF Graduation Requirements
IKF Graduation Requirements Regulation
IKAB 5HSRUW�&DUGV�3URJUHVV�5HSRUWV
,.$%�5HSRUW�&DUGV�3URJUHVV�5HSRUWV�5HJXODWLRQ
JE 6WXGHQW�$WWHQGDQFH
-(5%�6WXGHQW�$WWHQGDQFH�5HJXODWLRQ
JF 6WXGHQW�$GPLVVLRQV
JFAA $GPLVVLRQ�RI�5HVLGHQW�6WXGHQWV
JFAB 7XLWLRQ�$GPLVVLRQ�RI�1RQ5HVLGHQW�6WXGHQWV
JFABB $GPLVVLRQ�RI�([FKDQJH�DQG�)RUHLJQ�6WXGHQWV
-)$%%�5�$GPLVVLRQ�RI�([FKDQJH�DQG�)RUHLJQ�6WXGHQWV 5HJXODWLRQ 
JEB (QWUDQFH�$JH�5HTXLUHPHQWV
JFABC $GPLVVLRQ�RI�7UDQVIHU�6WXGHQWV
JFABD $GPLVVLRQ�RI�+RPHOHVV�6WXGHQWV
JH 6WXGHQW�$EVHQFHV�DQG�([FXVHV
JHRB Student Absences and Excuses Regulation 
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Glossary
���
6HFWLRQ�����LV�D�IHGHUDO�ODZ�GHVLJQHG�WR�SURWHFW�WKH ULJKWV�RI�LQGLYLGXDOV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�LQ�SURJUDPV DQG 
DFWLYLWLHV�WKDW�UHFHLYH�)HGHUDO�ILQDQFLDO�DVVLVWDQFH IURP�WKH�8�6��'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(GXFDWLRQ��('���7KH 
6HFWLRQ�����UHJXODWLRQV�UHTXLUH�D�VFKRRO�GLVWULFW WR�SURYLGH�D��IUHH�DSSURSULDWH�SXEOLF�HGXFDWLRQ���)$3(� WR 
HDFK�TXDOLILHG�VWXGHQW�ZLWK�D�GLVDELOLW\�ZKR�LV�LQ WKH�VFKRRO�GLVWULFW
V�MXULVGLFWLRQ��UHJDUGOHVV�RI WKH�QDWXUH 
RU�VHYHULW\�RI�WKH�GLVDELOLW\��8QGHU�6HFWLRQ����� )$3(�FRQVLVWV�RI�WKH�SURYLVLRQ�RI�UHJXODU�RU�VSHFLDO 
HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�UHODWHG�DLGV�DQG�VHUYLFHV�GHVLJQHG�WR PHHW�WKH�VWXGHQW
V�LQGLYLGXDO�HGXFDWLRQDO�QHHGV�DV 
DGHTXDWHO\�DV�WKH�QHHGV�RI�QRQGLVDEOHG�VWXGHQWV�DUH PHW�

$FFRPPRGDWLRQV
$FFRPPRGDWLRQV�DUH�XVHG�ZKHQ�WKH�VWXGHQW�LV�H[SHFWHG WR�OHDUQ�WKH�VDPH�FXUULFXODU�FRQWHQW��7KH 
VWXGHQW�PD\�EH�WDXJKW�LQ�D�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\��UHVSRQG RU�WHVW�LQ�D�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\�RU�QHHG�FKDQJHV�LQ�WKH 
HQYLURQPHQW��$�FKDQJH�LV�PDGH�WR�SURYLGH�DFFHVV�RU HTXDO�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�VNLOOV�GRHV�QRW 
FKDQJH�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�OHYHO��FRQWHQW�RU�SHUIRUPDQFH FULWHULD��,W�GRHV�QRW�FKDQJH�KRZ�PXFK�RI�WKH�FXUULFXOXP 
WKH�VWXGHQW�LV�H[SHFWHG�WR�OHDUQ��,W�RQO\�FKDQJHV KRZ�VWXGHQWV�DFFHVV�DQG�H[SUHVV�NQRZOHGJH�RQ�D�GDLO\ 
EDVLV�

$FKLHYHPHQW
$EVROXWH�OHYHO�RI�SHUIRUPDQFH

&UHGLWV
&UHGLWV�DUH�HDUQHG�XSRQ�VXFFHVVIXO�FRPSOHWLRQ�RI�D KLJK�VFKRRO�FRXUVH�RI�VWXG\���(DFK�VHPHVWHU�FRXUVH 
LV�ZRUWK����FUHGLW���6WXGHQWV�PXVW�HDUQ����FUHGLWV WR�JUDGXDWH�IURP�KLJK�VFKRRO�DV�ZHOO�DV�SDVV�VSHFLILF 
FRXUVHV�UHTXLUHG�E\�'986'�WR�HDUQ�D�KLJK�VFKRRO�GLSORPD�

*UDGHV
7KH�QXPEHU�RU�OHWWHU�UHSRUWHG�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�D�SHULRG RI�WLPH�DV�D�VXPPDU\�VWDWHPHQW�RI�SHUIRUPDQFH

*URZWK
,PSURYHPHQW�E\�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�UHODWLYH�WR�SULRU�SHUIRUPDQFH

3URJUHVV
,PSURYHPHQW�E\�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�UHODWLYH�WR�D�JRDO�RU VWDQGDUG

6FRUHV
7KH�QXPEHU�RU�OHWWHU�JLYHQ�WR�DQ\�VWXGHQW�DVVHVVPHQW RU�SHUIRUPDQFH

6WDQGDUGV�EDVHG�PLQGVHW
*UDGLQJ�EDVHG�XSRQ�DQ�DVVHVVPHQW�RI�VWXGHQW�SHUIRUPDQFH RI�WKH�VWDQGDUGV�DQG�ZLWKRXW�EHKDYLRUDO 
HOHPHQWV�LQIOXHQFLQJ�WKH�JUDGH�
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7LHU�,�,QVWUXFWLRQ
+LJK�TXDOLW\�GLIIHUHQWLDWHG�LQVWUXFWLRQ�IRU�DOO�VWXGHQWV�

7LHU�,,�,QVWUXFWLRQ
$GGLWLRQDO�LQWHQVLYH�LQVWUXFWLRQ�IRU�VWXGHQWV�QRW PDNLQJ�DGHTXDWH�SURJUHVV�LQ�WKH�FRUH�LQVWUXFWLRQ�WKDW 
WDUJHWV�VSHFLILF�DUHDV�RI�QHHG

7LHU�,,,�,QVWUXFWLRQ
,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�7LHUV�,�DQG�,,�LQVWUXFWLRQ��VWXGHQWV UHFHLYH�LQGLYLGXDOL]HG��LQWHQVLYH�LQVWUXFWLRQ�WKDW 
WDUJHW�WKH VWXGHQW¶V�VSHFLILF�VNLOO�GHILFLWs�

7UDQVFULSWV
2IILFLDO�UHFRUG�RI�WKH�VWXGHQW¶V�KLJK�VFKRRO�FRXUVH HQUROOPHQWV�DQG�JUDGHV�HDUQHG��2WKHU�UHTXLUHPHQWV 
UHTXLUHG�IRU�JUDGXDWLRQ�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�WKH�VWXGHQW¶V JUDGXDWLRQ�GDWH�DUH�UHFRUGHG�RQ�WKH�WUDQVFULSW�DORQJ 
ZLWK�WKH�VWXGHQW¶V�ZHLJKWHG�DQG�XQZHLJKWHG�*3$�
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